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THE X-MEN

ERST OF ALL, let's get one thing straight. 'm not
writing this as Stan Lee, Publisher, or Editor-in-Absentia, or even
Honorary Living Legend! Nossir! These wondrous words are lovingly
being written by an unabashed, unwavering fan of Claremont, Byrne
and Austin! Speaking as a typical reader, | just wanna give you my own
gut-level feelings about one of the greatest comicbook sagas ever
presented—the startling chronicle of Dark Phoenix!

It'll come as no surprise to you to learn that The X-Men is one of
Marvel's most popular and best-selling series. and has been so for years.
And, if you've been faithfully following the adventures of Professor's
Xavier's gregarious little groupies, then you surely know the reason
why.

Never in the history of comicdom have there been stories more filled
with human interest, believable characterization, and far-out fantasy
combined with stark, shattering realism. Never have hard-hitting
action-packed adventures been more skillfully intertwined with excit-
ing philosophical concepts and provocative moral issues. And never
has any series more accurately symbolized the mighty Marvel credo—
“"Anything can happen—the more surprising the better—but it must be
realistic, it must be dramatic, it must be exciting, and above all, it must
be intelligent!”

Sure, any writer can say, "Hey, here's something the fans aren't
expecting, Let's do it 'cause it'll be a surprise.” But that's the easy way
out. One of the reasons the landmark sagas of Claremont, Byrne, et al.,
are so great is because they don't toss surprises at you for the sake of
keeping you off-balance. Every new, daring development in every X-Man
thriller is the logical result of what has gone before.

The ultimate fate of Phoenix was one of the most traumatic,
unexpected events in the history of illustrated series. Fans throughout
the world still debate its many ramifications in heated discussion and
arguments. And, if you wanna know the true measure of this series’
amazing impact, even in the Bullpen itself the arguments still continue!



Of course, one of the most important qualities that Chris and John
have been able to bring to our marvelous mutant magna-series (I can’t
bear to call such powerful masterworks “mini-series") is the element of
flesh-and-blood characterization. If Phoenix didn't seem real, if she
wasn't as believable to you as the girl next door, if you didn't feel you
knew her, you understood her, you cared for her—then her startling
destiny would have meant nothing to you; you'd have shrugged it off
and reached for another Twinkie.

(You'll notice. of course, that I refer to Phoenix’ fate, or destiny.
without telling you what it actually is. There's a reason for that. It just
occurred to me that somewhere in the universe there mayactuallybe a
culturally-deprived unfortunate who hasn't yet read, or heard about
issue #137 of the X-Men. 'Tis for the benefit of that improbable indi-
vidual that I dare not prematurely reveal the wonderment that yet
awaits thee!)

Still, the greatness of the X-Men is exemplified by more than the fate
of one of its stars. Have you ever thought of the storylines themselves?
I'm constantly amazed by the sheer complexity of the plots, by the way
each single element dovetails so perfectly into the whole, by the way we
the readers are shown countless seemingly unrelated facts and inci-
dents, and then, as the story progresses, every random thread is cleverly
joined together until there are no loose ends. The plotting and concep-
tualizing are as skillful, as innovatively brilliant as that which you'll
find in any award-winning motion picture or best-selling novel. Nuts!
Why pussyfoot around? Let's not speak with forked tongue! They're a
lot better than you'll find in most of today’'s books or movies!

But let's change the subject before Capricious Claremont and
Burgeoning Byrne suspect I'm trying to butter 'em up for a free
subscription!

Let's talk about the treats you've got in store for you in the pages that
lie ahead. For starters, you'll witness the first time the bedazzling
Dazzler has ever guest-starred in the X-Men. And this is no mere token
appearance. The gorgeous Dazz is very much a part of the action, the
drama, and the cataclysmic chain of events which are destined to shake
the superhero world. You'll also see the first appearance of another of
Marvel's most unique and empathetic characters, the youthful and
extravagantly appealing Kitty Pryde. This is the neophyte Kitty, still
discovering her own fancastic powers, still confused and bewildered by
the role she seems destined to play in a conflict she cannot fully com-



prehend. And there's more, much more! You'll see the return of the
Beast, the Angel, Lilandra, the gorgeous Majestrix Shi'ar who must
battle the man she most loves!

Sheesh! It isn't fair. I could go on yappin' all day, but why merely hint
at the brain-blasting thrills in store for you when you can read 'em
yourself on the pages that follow? And if it sounds like I'm being noble
by cutting this intro short to let you get to the real stuff, forget it! I'm
just thinking of me!I'mitchin’ to re-read these sagas myself! Solet’s go,
mutie-lover! Wonderment beckons, and the universe entire will be our
arena! The best still lies ahead!

Excelsior!
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Cyclops. Storm. Banshee. Nightcrawler. Wolverine. Colossus. Children of the atom, students of
Charles Xavier, MUTANTS— —feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These
are the STRANGEST heroes of al!

M

an Lee
PRESENTS:

ITS AtwAYS HARD TO BID FAREWELL
TO THOSE YOU LOVE. FOR THE X-MEN --
GATHERED ON THE RAIN-SLICK
LANDING PAD BEHIND MOIRA Mac -
TAGGERT'S MUIR ISLAND MUTANT
RESEARCH CENTRE -- IT'S HARDER

M ... BECAUSE THEY

NEVER KNOW |F

| THIS FAREWELL
WiLL BE
THEIR LAST.

THE
“BLACKBIRD'S "
FUELED AND
CHECKED OUT, &

1 GUESS S : ) 3
IT'S TIME = A NG, - AYE. IT'S BEEN
WE WERE ON ! 5 GOOD HAVIN' THE
OUR WAY., i ; Kl LOT O' YE HERE THESE
4 PAST FEW DAYS --
AFTER THAT BATTLE
WITH PROTEUS, * WE
ALL NEEDED

SORRY TO
SEE YE GO,
CYCLOPS.

8y CHRIS CLAREMONT and JOHN BYRNE with

TERRY AUSTIN | TOM ORZECHOWSKI, BOB SHAREN ROGER STERN JIM SHOOTER
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I'M SORRY YOU'RE NOT COMING WITH US, UNTIL N\E SONIC SCREAM ﬁ WHEN WE DESTROYED
SEAN. ARE YOU SURE YOU WON'T PECONSIDER HEALS-- IF ITEVER DOES-- PROTEUS, BOTH MOIRA'S
YOUR DECISION TO LEAVE THE X-MEN THE BANSHEE IS OF NO SON AN',. HER HUSBAND
B REAL USE T' YE, BOYO. DIED AS WELL. SHE KNOWS
AN'... I'M NEEDED WE HAD NO CHOICE-- BUT,
MORE HERE. STILL, THAT KIND OF HURT
GOES DEEP. SHE'LL BE A
LONG TIME RECOVERIN, AN’
SHE CAN'T DO IT ALONE,

I UNDERSTAND. I WISH YOU WELL. BOTH OF YOU.

JAMIE, NOW THAT WE'RE I'M SORRY, TOO, BUT, Z GOOD FOR
SHY AN X-MAN, WE COULD SCOTT. AS HAVOK AND OTHERWISE, ¥ YOU, LITTLE
SURE USE YouU. POLARIS WE MAY BE WE WANT BROTHER. I
SUPER - POWERED TO LIVE AS HOPE, WHAT -
MUTANTS, BUT ALEX NORMAL EVER HAPPENS
: 1 APPRECIATE SUMMERS AND LORNA A LIFE AS YOU AND
THE OFFER, - DANE AREN'T POSSIBLE. LORNA WILL

BE HAPPY.

C‘rCLOPs BUT My
ANSWER'S
STILL NO

@ {0

IF YOU
EVER NEED
US. JUST
CALL AND

I MAY BE "MADROX
THE MULTIPLE MAN,” BUT
AT HEART, I'M STILL JUST
A KANSAS FARM BOY. I'M
GOING TO STAY ON MUIR
ISLAND AND HELP SEAN
AND MOIRA RUN THE LAB.

AND 1 HOPE THE SAME W
FOR YOU AND JEAN, SCOTT.

Y AN' MAY YE BE IN

HEAVEN A HALF-HOUR
-\ A'FORE THE DEVIL
KNOWS YE'RE

TAKE CARE,
X-MEN!




[THEIR NAMES ARE AN UNSUNG ROLL OF HONOR: NI IGHTCRAWLER, CYCLOPS, WOLVERINE, COt OSSUS’,
STORM, PHOENIX. IN MANY WAYS, THEY ARE THE BEST HUMANITY HAS TO FFER AND, FOR
MOMENT ALl rs WELL IN THEIR MADCAP. HELTER- SKELTER WORILD. —

: ' - MINE WAS THE HAND THAT SLEW )
2 NONE AREAWARE : .\ PROTEUS. I KNOW HE WASEVILY
THAT IT IS MERELY INCARNATE, THAT IT WAS HIS

| THE CALM BEFORE s LIFE OR MOIRA'S ..,
THE HOLOCAUST. :

BUT DOES THAT
MAKE WHAT I
o DID.. RIGHT?

THERE'S NO ANSWER TO PETER RASPUTIN'S ANGUISHED Tn"'l'Ol'.;l’G.‘\l'’l'.Sr ONLY DOUBTS ABOUT HIS LIFE AS THE

X-MAN COLOSSUS THAT GNAW INSATIABLY AT HIS HEART AND SOUI o f

e T

i AS Tﬁ "BlACKBm
) Hrf? OF SOUND

riaa s i OUNG...

. RAPIDLY OVERTAKING A LARGER, SLOWER CORPORATE JETLINER MARKED WITH me sm:zso LDGO OF
NEW YORK'S LEGENDARY HELLEIRE CLUB.

3

e = (\
THE PAINT ON THAT JET'S HULL IS AS BLACK AS Sk

THE HEART OF ITS ONLY PASSENGER. FOR THE

PAST FEW MONTHS, HE'S GONE BY THE NAME OF
JASON WYNGARDE, AND WORN THE FACE OF A
GENTLEMAN ROGUE. HE'S ALSO TAKEN GREAT
PAINS TO BECOME THE MOST IMPORTANT
PERSON IN JEAN GREY'S LIFE.

Gy

EACH TIME, IT BECOMES EASIER TO
TOUCH JEAN'S MIND -- AS OUR PSYCHIC
RAPPORT GROWS EVER CLOSER -- AND WHY NOT?

I'M MERELY GIVING A YALL I'M DOING IS FREEING THAT NEGATIVE PART
HER A TASTE OF SO / OF HER ”SELF FROM ITS MORAL CAG :
OF HER INNERMOST-~ / I
FORBIDDEN --NEEDS

AND DESIRES.
i WITHIN HER Y
ANGEL'S SOUL--AS §
IN ALL QUR SOULS-- @
LURKS A DEVIL, A

YANG COUNTERPAR
TO THE SURFACE :
. N.

WYNGA‘S@DE
CONCENTRATES -~
AN, ow'fﬂ. ES

JEAN GR’EY' J WORLD SUEDENLY
TURNS TOPSY- TURVY.




WHEN AT LAST SHE OPENS HER EYES, THE "BLACKBIRD” AND HER

FRIENDS ARE GONE. FOR HER, TIME HAS APPARENTLY SLIPPED

BACKWARDS TWO HUNDRED YEARS ¥ AND SHE 1§ ONCE MORE LADY

JEAN GREY, NOW EN R,?UTE TO AMERICA WITH THE MAN SHE LOVES
RRY.

OH, NO! DEAR LORD--
NO! NOT AGAIN !!

o I'M ON A SHIP!
EVERYTHING'S CHANGED --
: 1'VE CHANGED !

* AS IT HAS TWICE
EFORE, IN X-MEN
'S 125E 126 -- ROG.

HIs NAME IS JASON WYNGARDE.
HE'S A KNIGHT OF THE REALM, AND
THE MOST MAGNIFICENT MAN SHE
HAS EVER KNOWN

1S ANYTHING AMISS, JEANT |
THOUGHT I HEARD YOU CRY OUT.

A ROUGH PASSAGE, §

MY DARLING, BUT :
WE'LL SOON BE
IN NEW YORK.

‘-.._‘__
AND THEN
YOU'LL
BE MINE.
FOREVER.!

{ NO! WHAT AM
Ny 1 DOING 7!

THE EMOTIONS
HE STIRS WITHIN
ME-- SO INTENSE -~
MUST BREAK AWAY.
WHILE I CAN!

1.. MY HEAD ACHES Y/
SO, JASON. I'LL BE }
FINE ONCE I'VE
HAD A BREATH
OF FRESH AIR .

(| | DESPerATELY, HER TELEPATHIC
POWERS SCOUR THE SHIP, BUT
THEY ONLY CONFIRM WHAT HER

THIS IS REALITY.

1 THOUGHT THESE
TIMESLIPS WERE

CAUSED BY PROTEUS',
REALITY- WARPING
POWER. .

IT SEEMS
b 1 WAS
MISTAKEN,

1.
TO BE ALONE.

SENSES HAVE ALREADY TOLD HER.

BUT THE ALTERNATIVE IS
SO INCREDIBLE -- CAN [
ACTUALLY BE PSYCHICALLY
SHIFTING IN TIME, RELIVING
THE LIFE OF ONE OF

MY ANCESTORS ?

I SUPPOSE,
FOR THE POWER
OF PHOENIX,
ANYTHING IS
POSSIBLE, THAT
SCARES ME.




WHAT REALLY SCARES ME IS YscoTT!H” ...TROUBLING

1 DON'T
THAT THESE TIMESLIPS ARE You, JEAN 7

I'D LIKE TO HELP.
THINK YOU
CAN, SCOTT. I
DOUBT ANYONE
CAN. _ _

HAPPENING MORE AND MORE I SAW YE
OFTEN, SUPPOSE I'M TRAPPED IN COME ON
PAST 7 WHAT WILL HAPPEN DECK, MA'AM.

ot s

AT LEAST
LET ME TRY.

CAPTAIN f SHE'S WHITE

WAIT -~ L AS A SHEET--
KNOW THAT ALMOST...
TERRIFIED.

I'VE DONE A LOT
OF THINKING SINCE
YOUR... 'DEATH" IN
ANTARCTICA . * |
HAVEN'T MUCH
LIKED SOME OF

&a, THE THINGS I'VE
7 LEARNED ABOUT
MYSELF.

1. NEED 7O TALK TO YOU. €2/ JEAN, COLLEEN'S
TO EXPLAIN SOME THINGS. /> A FRIEND-- NO

ABOUT YOUR DATING _—
COLLEEN WING 7 -
YOU NEEDN'T. I
ALREADY KNOW.,
— .

I'VE NEVER TAPPED
YOUR MIND, SCOTT--
I NEVER WILL--BUT
1 COULDN'T HELP

PICKING UP STRAY
THOUGHTS FROM

| THE OTHERS.

§l X JEAN WAS BELIEVED
KILLED IN X-MEN #113--R0G.

ALL MY LIFE, IT SEEMED THAT --
EVERY TIME I TURNED AROUND--
I WAS LOSING PEOPLE 1 LOVED:
MY FOLKS, MY BROTHER ALEX,
THE FEW FRIENDS 1 MADE AT THE
ORPHANAGE. EACH TIME,
THE LOSS HURT.

IF I'D ALLOWED MYSELF TO FEEL
.. ANYTHING, THE GRIEF WOULD
HAVE BROKEN ME, MAYBE

KILLED ME. WHEN [ THOUGHT
YOU'D DIED... I.. IT WAS LIKE
MY MIND SHUT PART OF
ITSELF OFF,

JEAN, YOU'RE EVERYTHING TO
ME -- AS NECESSARY AS THE

AIR I BREATHE, I USED 1O SAY
“ I LOVE YOU” WITHOUT TRULY
KNOWING WHAT I WAS TALKING
ABOUT. I KNOW NOW-- A
LITTLE, ANYWAY,

JEAN-- I
LOVE YOU.

LOSING YOU
WAS THE LOSS
I COULDN'T
TAKE.



THEY SPEND THE REST OF

SOMETIMES TOUCH!
SOME TfMES KISSING...

,. B TMOS TLY JUST TALKING WITH AN EASE THEY'D NEVER KNOWN BEFORE, THEIR DIALDGUE CONTINUING EVEN AFTER
EYCLOPS TAKES THE "BLACKBIRD'S“ CONTROLS 7O BEGIN THE DESCENT 10 THE X-MEN'S HOME/S CHOOL! HEADQUARTERS,

BECAUSE OF THE
TELEPATHIC RAPPORT
SHE'S ESTABLISHED
BETWEEN THEM, JEAN

. IS THE FIRST TO
REALIZE THAT SOME-
. THING'S WRONG ...

HAVE PICKED UP SOME-
ONE |INSIDE THE HOUSE.
THE READINGS ARE ALL
SCRAMBLED, THOUGH --

. A5 CYCLOPS SUDDENLY SkIDS THE SLEEK -- CAN'T

AIRCRAFT INTO A SILENT TOUCHDOWN DIRECTLY TELL IF1T'S
BEHIND THE MANSION, INSTEAD OF AT THE FRIEND
X-MEN'S HIDDEN LANDING FIELD, QVER A MILE AWAY. OR FOE.

"SO WE'RE GOING TO PROFESSOR S, IN THE Y GREETINGS, MY X-MEN. IT

ASSUME IT'S TROUBLE! q XAVIER-- FLESH, 1S SO VERY GOOD TO SEE YOU
: YOU'RE BACK! ¢ STORM. A AGAIN -- TO KNOW THAT YOU

3 ; ARE ALL ALIVE AND WELL. ¢

OVER THE YEARS
SINCE HE FOUNDED

COME TO REGARD
HIS YOUNG MUTANT

CHILDREN THAN
HIS STUDENTS

T
QUITE THE
OPPOSITE




THE DAYS THAT FOLLOW ARE QUIET,
LAZY-- PERFECT FOR RELAXATION

I'M GLAD YOU
STAYED UP
HERE, JEAN

'PROFESSOR X ASKED
ME TO. HE WANTS
TO RUN SOME TESTS.

1 CAUGHT A STRAY THOUGHT --
I'M THE REASON HE RETURNED

TO THE SCHOOL. HE'S WORRIED
ABOUT MY ABILITY TO CONTROL
PHOENIX'S POWER.

SOMETHING
\ WRONG, JEAN 2

FUNNY -- THE
PLACE SEEMS
AWFULLY QUIET.
PEQPLE SHOULD

SCOTT --
WAIT!

DON'T YOU
REMEMBER?!
THAT EXTRA-
THICK DOOR
LEADS TO--

WOLVERINE,

EASE UP, MISTER !
WHAT'S GOING
ON IN THERE 7!

WHERE ARE
YOU GOING 7!
WOLVERINE !!

I''M NO KID ANYMORE,

SUMMERS, AN’ I'AMA NO
FLAMIN' AMATEUR-- SO
WHERE DOES CHROME -

DOME GET OFF TREATIN'
ME LIKE ONE 7!
TELL XAVIER WHAT
1 TOLD YOU, BUB--

you

--WOLVERINE
DON‘T JUMP
THROUGH HOOPS
FOR NOBODY!

SOUNDS
SERIOUS.

IT S SERIOUS--
AND 1 SHOULD
HAVE SEEN IT
COMING .

1 JUST DIDN'T

FIGURE THINGS
WOULD BLOW UP
QUITE SO QUICKLY.

PROFESSOR, | IN A MOMENT, SCOTT. NIGHT-
CAN I TALK CRAWLER, NOW WE WILL TEST
TO YOU? IT'S | YOUR AGILITY AND “WALL-
IMPORTANT, CRAWLING " ABILITIES-- STORM,

YOUR AIRBORNE MANEUVER -
ABILITY -- AND COLOSSUS,
YOUR STRENGTH.

i,

SCOTT, NOTIFY WOLVERINE
WILL COST HIM TEN DEMERITS. 'Sy BRI 7"

THAT HIS CHILDISH OUTBURST ¥ A% i




TEN-- OR TEN THOUSAND, PROFESSOR -- THE ORIGINAL X-MEN NQO, SIR-- BUT YOU

I DOURBT THEY'LL MEAN ANYTHING TO WERE TEEN-AGERS -- ALSO HAVEN'T HAD
HIpe . WOLVERINE'S A GROWN MAN, WITH WITH NO |IDEA HOW TO MUCH CONTACT WITH
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING COPE WITH THEIR THE NEW X-MEN

IN THE USE OF HIS POWERS. THE SAME MUTANT ABILITIES. SINCE YOU FORMED

IS TRUE FOR STORM , MYSELF, AND JEAN. /\ WE'RE NOT TEEN-AGERS--
OR BEGINNERS. YOU
CAN'T TREAT US

LIKE WE ARE.

THE TEAM, I'VE
LIVED WITH THEM,
WORKED WITH
THEM, FOUGHT
WITH THEM.,

FIRST AND
FOREMDST--WE'RE
INDIVIDUALS .

WE CAN'T MESH INTO THE SAME KIND OF TEAM AS THE ORIGINAL
X-MEN, BECAUSE WE'RE NCT THE SAME KIND OF PECPLE.
-

FORGIVE MY BLUNT- \ JIL_]

NESS, SCOTT, BUT TO
ME THAT BETOKENS
A FAILURE OF
LEADERSHIP ON
YOUR, PART. THIS...
ANARCHY 5 A
RESULT OF YOUR

PROFESSQOR... ¥
WE ARE A TEAM ! §

QUIET! YOU'RE CORRECT, 1 HAVE BEEN REMISS
IN MY DUTIES. I HAVE NOT TAUGHT THE NEW X-MEN--
IN PART BECAUSE I TRUSTED YOU TO TAKE THAT

RESPONSIBILITY. THAT LAPSE WILL BE SPEEDILY RECTIFIED.

HOW DO 1 REACH HIM 7 gl | ‘d - WE'LL ' Hmmm-- SCANNER INDICATES
I KNOW I'M RIGHT, BUT... 4 CONTINUE TWO MUTANTS, BOTH
2 S THIS MANIFESTING ABILITIES
DISCUSSION UNKNOWN TO CEREBRO'S
LATER, e MEMORY BANKS --

--AND BOTH
POTENTIALLY

»

3 b,
CEREBRQ'S CONTACT ALARM I' MY SCANNING S QUITE
DEVICE HAS DISCOVERED A NEW MUTANT ! §o ey POWERFUL/




THIS 1S CRAZY! TO HIM, I'M 4 ONE IN CHICAGO, I'tL TAKE COLOSSUS, STo.QM AND
STILL THE UNTRIED KID WHO'S ) ONE IN NEW YORK WOLVERINE QUT WITH ME T(
ALLOWED ONLY SO MUCH CITY. THAT MEANS--|  CHICAGO. I WANT TO SEE How
RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE ) IF WE'RE TO CONTACT THEY OPERATE IN THE FIELD.
X-MEN AND NO MORE ! ff THEM AS QUICKLY o
i AND EFFICIENTLY AS
% . POSSIBLE -- WE'LL
P2, HAVE TO SPL1T

MOST
{ IMPRESSIVE,
GENTLEMEN.

POOR XAVIER. IF
ONLY HE KNEW...

... THAT THE HELLFIRE N WHAT'S YOUR i WE'LL CONTACT THOSE MUTANTS, JUST
CLUB HAS A TAP ON HIS A NEXT MOVE, p AS XAVIER PLANS TO -- QNLY THE
PRECIOUS CEREBRO, e 7 HELLFIRE CLUB WILL GET THERE FIRST.
AND THAT EVERY P : : - AND RECRUIT THEM -- BY HOOK OR BY
SCRAP OF DATA IN ITS ; 2 CROOK.
MEMORY BANKS 1S ; :

OURS FOR THE

ASKING. YOUR MAN,

WARHAW, DID

HIS BUGGING

WORK WELL. ¥

AN

Al

ON QUR MERRY MUTANTS BACK IN X-MEN
WHY-- WELL, NOW YOU KNOW -- ROG.

AND IF, ALONG THE WAY, WE == BUT IF YOU THINK S .. AS THE X-MEN WILL
MANAGE TO ACQUIRE -- OR | THE X-MEN ARE : : SOON DISCOVER! WON'T THEY,
ELIMINATE--SOME OF THE X-MEN, GOING TO BE PUSH- MY DEAR WHITE QUEEN 7
SC MUCH THE BETTER. OVERS, THINK AGAIN !

FAR BETTER MEN

THAN YOU HAVE

PLEDGED THEIR

DESTRUCTION

.. YET THE
X-MEN ARE
STILL HERE.
THEY ARE
DANGEROUS

SO ARE WE,
WYNGARDE.,

SHAW, YOU MAY BE
CHAIRMAN QF THE
HELLFIRE CLUB --AND
ONE OF THE MOST
POWERFUL INDUSTRIALISTS
IN AMERICA--




?HIGRGO -~ THE WINDY CITY, CELEBRATED
IN VERSE 8Y SANDBURG, IN SONG 8Y

SINATRA. MOME OF THE WORLDS e

TALLEST BUNLDING AND -- SO

THEY SAY-- BEST PIZZA,

THREE MILLION- PLUS PEQPLE LIVE IN THIS

SPRAWLING, TOUGH, PASSIONATE, OLD-
NEW METROPOLIS. OUR CONCERN, HOWEVER.
IS NOT WITH THE CITY PROPER BUT WITH

ONE OF ITS SUBURBS.

SPECIFICALLY, DEERFIELD -- LOCATED
ROUGHLY 25 MILES NORTHWEST OF
THE LOOP -- WHERE, ON CENTRAL

-- AND HER WORLD

FALLING APART.

15 SLOWLY KITTY, THIS IS Ms. FROST. SHE
REPRESENTS A VERY GOOD

SCHOOL 1N MASSACHUSETTS

AVENUE ; THAS FrNE SUMMER AFTER-
NOON

KﬂTHERINE PRYDE /5 HEAD-
NG HOME FROM DANCE CLASS.
SHES I3 YEARS OLD, GOING

ON FOURTEEN -~

KITTY, COME IN
HERE A MOMENT,
WILL YOU 7

HELLO,
KATHERINE.
I'M SURE
WE'RE GOING
TO BE GREAT

FRIENDS.

ARE YOU ALL RIGHT, PRECIOUS?
YOU'RE HOME AWFULLY EARLY.

1 DON'T NEED
ASPIRIN, MOM.
I NEED A NEW
HEAD -- THIS
ONE'S ABOUT

OF
THOSE DARN
HEADACHES.

YOU GO UP-
STAIRS AND
LIE DOWN.
I'LL BRING
YOU SOME
ASPIRIN IN
A MINUTE.

Y|

" UP THAT “"Ms. FROST”,

AT ME LIKE I WAS SOME -
THING GOOD TO EAT. 4

1 GUESS MOM AN' DAD ARE SERIOUS S
ABOUT SPLITTIN' UP, IF THEY'RE TALKIN'
ABOUT SENDIN’ ME AWAY TO SCHOOL.
I'VE TOLD 'EM I DIDN'T WANT TO GO-- 1
LIKE IT IN DEERFIELD, ALL MY FRIENDS
ARE HERE -- BUT WHAT I WANT
DOESN'T COUMNT. P

WHERE'D THEY DREDGE
ANYWAY 7 SHE LOOKED

=/CKE SHE GIVES
ME THE CREEPS

o i e e e i i 5 il P



A C'MON, HEAD,
GIMME A

BREAK--WHAT'D

I EVER DO TO
g YOU 7!

SHE CAN'T HELP CRYING A5 SHE SPRAWLS ON HER
BED, THE THROBBING PAIN GOUGING DEEP LINES
AROUND HER TIGHT-CLENCHED EYES. SHE S BEEN
HAVING THESE HEADACHES FOR WEENKS NOW-- THE
ATTACKS STEADILY INCREASING IN FREQUENCY,

DURATION AND INTENSITY.

THIS ONE'S... THE

WORST... EVER. 0o
; l.;-"

PLEASE, GOD - - 1 AA
=" " X ONLY 13}z
CAN'T BE DYIMG !

SOMEBODY
STOP THE
HUR‘TlNG !

PLEASE--
MAKE |IT
STOP !

IT STOPS.

=A

Huh 7! 1I'M IN THE
: VING ROOM !

HOW'D I GET
HERE 7! LAST

SLowLy, GINGERLY,

KITTY OPENS HER EYES.

THING 1
REMEMBER
I WAS LYING

ON MY BED!

KITTY? I THOUGHT YOU
WERE GOING UP TO YOUR
ROOM. AND WHY ARE YOU

1 CAME DOWN
FOR A GLASS OF
WATER AND, ah,

SNAGGED MY
SNEAKER ON THE
CARPET. I FELL.

ARE YOU OKAY, KITTEN?
HEY, WHAT'S THE RUSH ?!
WHAT ABOQUT YOUR

GOTIA
DO SOME W
HOMEWORK .

1 DON'T KNOW WHAT'S

GOTTEN INTQ THAT GIRL,

4 MR\ Ms. FROST. I APOLOGIZE
e FOR HER BEHAVIOR.

YOU NEEDN'T,
mr. PRYDE.

I UNDERSTAND
PEQFECTLY-- KITTY'S
AT THAT,. AWKWARD
AGE. YOU HAVE MY
SCHOOL'S BROCHURES.
I'LL BE IN TOUCH.




THE FATHER LIKES My W WELL, LOOK
SCHOOL --THE MOTHER WHO'S HERE --

VIEW PREVAILS.
- i SCHEDULE.

NICE LOOKIN' FRAIL.
SOMETHIN' ABOUT

DOES NOT. I'LL HAVE XAVIER AND HER SCENT. THOUGH--
TO MAKE SURE HIS THREE X-MEN. )3 RAISES THE HACKLES
RIGHT ON ON MY NECK.

WONDER WHY 7

Mr. PRYDE, I'M
J CHARLES XAVIER..

P -

Oh, YES--
FROM THE
WSCHOOL
FOR GIFTED
YOUNGSTERS.”
PLEASED TO
MEET YOU.
PROFESSCR.

I'M CARMEN PRYDE,
FOLKS. COME ON IN,

THIS 1S
MY WIFE,

THAT YOUNG LADY IS THE ONE
3\ WE'VE HEARD SO MUCH ABOUT.

THESE PEOPLE ARE WEEEEEIRD.
THAT GUY PUSHING THE WHEELCHAIR
IS SO HUGE... KINDA NEAT-LOOKING, TOO.

AND, UNLESS I'M MISTAKEN, T HOW DO YOU
DO KITTY?

KITTY, YOUR MO M
AND [ HAVE..
BUSINESS TO DISCUSS
WITH PROFESSOR
XAVIER. SINCE
YOU SEEM TO BE
FEELING A LOT
BETTER ...

INTERESTED IN
A TRIP TO THE
"MALT SHOPPE”
WITH HIS
STUDENTS HERE?
MY TREAT?

AND 50, AREAL QUICK CHANGE, AN EIGHT-BLOCK WALK AND A TRIPLE-SCOOP, "SOOPER - DOOPER" ICE
CREAM SODA LATER, A KID FROM MIDDLE AMERICA AND AN AFRICAN "GODDESS ¥ ARE WELL ON THE WAY

TO BECOMING FAST FRIENDS.

WE GOT BLACK KIDS IN MY
SCHOOL, ORORC, BUT NONE
OF 'EM LOOK LIKE YOU.
1 MEAN, Y'KNOW-- WHITE
HAIR AN’ BLUE EYES 77

1

SO SMART?

SO FAR AS T KNOW,
KITTY, I AM ONE OF
A KIND. AND SO
ARE YOU.

NO--SOMETHING
ELSE. KITTY, HAVE
YOU EVER HEARD
OF THE X-MEN ?




BY THE WHITE WOLF, A --AND SHIELD THE
FLAME- THROWER ! 1 STORE - OWNER FROM
BARELY MANAGED TO

CHANGE INTO MY

ARMORED FORM--

EVEN SO--THE HEAT )
IS INCREDIBLE. [ CAN
ACTUALLY FEEL IT!

FELLAS -- I DUNNO WHO o 1I'VE BEEN SPOILIN' FER A

YOU ARE, AN, FRANKLY, DECENT ROUGHHOUSE. I'M

1 COULDN'T CARE i OBLIGED TO YOU CLOWNS
LESS -- / FOR -- HEY!

§ NOW, YOU'RE
THE ANSWER
TO THE
WOLVERINE'S
PRAYERS !
MY CLAWS - -
1 DIDN'T
EVEN TOUCH
THE CREEP!

HE'S . 4 [...I'M OUTSIDE. I.. PUSHED

PROTECTED BY | ___ > MYSELF... RIGHT THROUGH THE

SOME SORT'A 0 kit e | WALL. BUT-- THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE!
‘ = -~ —

FORCE -FIELD -- s L
~LE ! = olt w s ﬁ FEEL SO...TIRED
0o o G ) =i [ ) ..DIZZY--NEVER
i
UNNNGNy 1! § — ; #6 : : { FELT THIS WAY
| : i : z T+ \ BEFORE. WANT
: : 1 10 STAY.. AWAKE ...

i

Nl i

THE BLOW HURLS WOLVERINE THE LENGTH OF THE

SHOP. INSTINCTIVELY -- AND WITH A YELP OF Z

w}' MINGLED SURPRISE AND FEAR--KITTY PRYDE F

r~‘. KICKS HERSELF BACKWARDS TO GET QUT OF THE WAY. o BUT... CANNNNAT...

——
[

'S




SIDE WHAT'S LEFT OF THE "MALT SHOPPE”,.

KITTY'S GONE! SHE MUST HAVE I WISH 1 COULD

SLIPPED AWAY WI|TH THE STORE -
OWNER AND THE OTHER CHILDREN.
GOOD-- I'M GLAD SHE'S SAFE.

AND COLOSSUS
DON'T SEEM MUCH
BETTER OFF.

SAY THE SAME FOR
ME. I'M RITTING
THIS YILLAIN WITH
ALL MY ELEMENTAL
POWERS -- WIND,RAIN,
LIGHTNING -- YET,
FOR EVERY ATTACK,
HE HAS A
DEFENSE.

GONZOS SEEMS EQUIPPED TO

STORM-- LISTEN UP! EACH O’ THESE
COUNTER OUR SPECIFIC POWERS. o

WOLVERINE'S IDEA
WORKED! I'LL HANDLE
COLOSSUS® FOE, THEN
SEE IF MY LIGHTNING
BOLTS CAN AFFECT
THE LAST MAN'S
FORCE FIELD.

CotOSSUS FINISHES THE JOB.
PLEASANT DREAMS, TOVARISCH.

ML

WE HAVE DONE WELL, MY
I THINK EVEN
PROFESSOR XAVIER WOULD
HAVE APPRECIATED OUR
SKILL IN THIS BATTLE.

17

PERHAPS. I WISH SCOTT
WERE HERE. THESE MEN
KNEW OUR POWERS, AND
HOW TO DEFEAT THEM--
BUT HOW 7!

LET'S WAKE
THE SUCKERS
UP AN'ASK 'EM.

I THINK I CAN...

PERSUADE 'EM
TO TELL US
ALL THEY KNOW.




. BUT THE OUTCOME IS NEVER IN DOUBT. WITH
A SMILE, EMMA FROST-- THE WHITE QUEEN --
WATCHES THEM FALL.

THEY'RE UN-
CONSCIOUS. B
LOAD THEM
ABO/E‘\RD THE

RC
ASSAULTING OUR
MINDS! 50...
POWERFUL !

THEY FIGHT THE MENTAL
AMBUSH USING PSYCHIC
TECHNIQUES TAUGHT
THEM BY PROFESSOR X
AND PHOENIX...

WYNGARDE WAS v BUT THE HELLFIRE CLUB KNOWS EVERY p
RIGRHT -- THESE FACET, EVERY PARAMETER, OF THEIR »
YOUNG PECPLE MUTANT POWERS : THEIR STRENGTHS, g
KNOW THEIR THEIR WEAKNESSES. HOW THEY FIGHT, $
BUSINESS. HOW THEY THINK. THAT GIVES US
AN UNBEATABLE EDGE.

e 20
-

LET'S GO. AFTER WE TURN THESE

PRISONERS OVER TO THE LAB, WE'LL GO
AFTER XAVIER HIMSELF, AND SEE IF WE
CAN'T MAKE THIS A CLEAN SWEEP OF
THE X-MEN.

<
YES. MA'AM,
BUT WHAT
ABOUT QUR

THREE

ARMORED
UNITS 2 WE
LEFT THEM
INSIDE,

--THE HELLFIRE CLUB

HAS WAYS OF 2

DEALING WITH
FAILURES ! /8

_ L

Oh.DON'T
WORRY
ABOUT

THEM,

CUTLER -~




SUFFICIENT TO DEFEAT THE

EXPLOSIVE CHARGES IN THE!
REWARDED THEM FOR THE|

THOSE MEN HAD POWER AND TRAINING
HELP. THEY BOTCHED THEIR JOB, AND NOW THE

it BTy
JS7AYING ON BACK ROADS 10 AVOID

{ l By DETECTION, THE HOVERCRAFT MAKES |
L S WAy -S'WIFT!-Y DOWN THE LAKE SHORE
TOWARDS ITS - A MASSIVE

BAS
INDUS TRIAL PARK ON THE QUTSKIRTS

HX-MEN WITHOUT MY

R ARMOR HAVE
R.. "HANDY WORK",

7Llr'-u T
i HL_IL3 A cuTLER! WE
WAGES, WE

DON'T ACT SO SHOCKED,

MONEY'S WORTH.

PAY GOOD OF CH!CAGO..

EXPECT OUR

STRIP THEM --SEARCH
THEIR UNIFORMS AND
THEIR PERSONS. CARE-
FULLY. REMOVE ANY-
THING THAT MIGHT BE
USED AS A WEAPON
OR SIGNALLING
DEVICE.

"\.w_‘_‘\ ™

AND WITHIN THE CPAFT.J TAKE SPECIAL CARE WITH STORM. WE KNOW

ABOUT THE LOCK-PICKS IN HER HEAD-DRESS --
MAKE SURE SHE HASN'T ANY OTHER SURPRISES.
I'tL_KEEP THEM TELEPATHICALLY SEDATED
UNTIL WE REACH THE LAB.

)\

GIRL -- ALWAYS OUR

A NOW THAT WE
HAVE THEM,
SHE'LL KEEP.

THE THE X-MEN WERE DO 1S TURN ARQUND.
PRIMARY TARGET. I DIDIT! 1

!
WHEN WE

ACTUALLY, TO FIND KITTY, ALL
THE WHITE QUEEN NEEDS TO

OH, NO! THAT CREEPY MISS
FROST AND HER GOON SQUAD
ARE HOLDING THE X-MEN

PRISONERS. WHY... WHY DID I
EfEEC'DE TO SNOOP AROUND IN

CONCENTRATED--

AN' I'M WALK|N'

RIGHT THROUGH

A THIS WALL FROM
» THE REAR

OMPARTMENT!

!
GOTTA
HELP 'EM,
BUT HOW 7?27
THESE GUYS
HAVE GUNS --

WANT HER, AND SUPER-
WE KNOW

WHERE TO 1 FEEL FOUWERS.
FIND HER. TINGLY ALL

OVER -- BUT
NOT AS TIRED {
AS THE LAST

TIME. AN’ MY
HEADACHES
ARE ALL

T AN’ I'M..
ALL ALONE.







=z THE UNCANNY SCME
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Dear X-Friends:

X-MEN =124 arrivad vesterday, the first issue of my sub-
wription, and the first thing | noticed was the cover (as usual).
| was awed. Dave and Terry outdid themselves. -

However, the inside issue was not up 0 par. The low point
of the comic for me was the story. Now, Chris, you know I'm
ane of your biggest fans, but “He only laughs when | hurt’* was
just too rushed. |'m sure both you and John wanted the story
to be a three-parter, but why didn’t you go with that? You
could have slowed the pace, allowed the tension and trauma of
the Collossus/Proletarian dilemma to develop, working in some
subplots {which were noticeably lacking — especially Spider-
Man), and just made the story a superior work., !

On the other hand, John turned in his best artwork sc far
lalthough at times, the figures looked somewhat distorted. For
axample, Cyclons on Page 10, panel 1, or on page 30, panel 2)
and his grip on the character of Arcade is obvious. All of page 2
was superb; panels 1, 3 & 5 surpass superb. John, keep up the
tantastic job (and, lest Terry think |'ve forgotten him, let me
say that his inking gives John's art its impact.)

Finally, I'm afraid | must disagree with Kathy Smith. Don’t
clear up the mystiqua ahout Wolverinel Let us piece together
Wolverine’s arigins, his background, his personality and his char-
actar. Let us learn only as much as the actual X-Men learn. We
all know Wolverine was a loner (until joining the group), so it
would be unrealistic to have him spill his guts all at once. How-
ever, rfo put an end o the &ffair between him and Jean. Now
that you’'ve introduced Mariko, let her become Wolverine's love
interest and leave Jean to Scott (and vice versa).

Regardless, | love the X-Men and | love what the three of you
are doing with them. Don't let it stop.

' Bob Bull
315 Meadow Ct.
Ft. Atkinson, Wl 53538

As you have no doubt seen by now, Bob, we've pretty much

done what you said regarding the Wolvie/Scott/Jean triangle,

and we also agree wholeheartedly with your feelings about Wol-

verine; we, too, think it's better if his origins remain a mystery
(possibly because Claremont hasn‘t figured them out yet!). On the
other hand, though we understand your reaction to the “Ar-
cade” storyline, we stand by our decision to make ita 2-parter.
Things may indeed have been rushed, but we felt it more impor-
tant to get our crew of mixed-up mutants out of Murderworld
and reunited as quickly as possible; after all, they'd been sepa-
rated for pver a year and some of our readers — not to mention
certain: very tall editor-inchief — were starting to get a little
antsy. So faras Arcade is concerned, we — like him — will have
to content oursalves with a simple, ‘Better luck next tima.”

Dear Chris, John, Terry, Tom, Glynis, Roger & Jim,

You continue to surprise me. | was very depressed after
reading X-MEN #122. Oh-oh, | thought, here it is: the inevit-
able turn for the worse, No book can stay so good for so long
and 122 is the beginning of the long slide downhill. It really
was an awful issue. The characterization had completely crowd-
ed out the normal dialogue. |t was like a parody of the excel-

lence of the earlier issues. Yuk.

Then you saved the day with X-MEN #'s 123 & 124. Chris,
those two issues are the best of the entire new X-MEN run so far.
You even succeerded in making me LIKE Arcade. |'ve never seen
such a totally modern villain, such a completely believabie mad-
man.

Arcade didn’t convince me in his initial appearance in

MTU #'s 65 & 66, but here he completely hogged the limelight.
Any chance of him getting his own book (I am not kidding)?
The X-Men were at their best here — 3-dimensional without
being maudlin and obviously still severely lacking in teamwork-
efficiency, but that is a very useable plot element: the growing
dissatisfaction about their lack of teamwork. |'m shiverish
about excessively praising artists. If enough people do it, they
tend to leave comics and to concentrate on Serious Business like
Art. Trouble is, the foursome of John, Terry, Tom and Glynis
DESERVE excessive praise. You are creating a new kind of
comicbook art. Not psychedelic, not ultra-realistic, but some
thing far better. Some kind of magnificent mutant hybrid of
the two, | am at a loss for words, Don’t ever stop.

A nice thing about the future of the comic: you've got oodies
of interesting leads lying about. Betsy and Amanda, how do
they fit in? The past of Colossus and Nighicrawler, practically
untouched. Jamie Madrox, will he be given a chance to do his
stuff again? Something | would really like 1o see: an ordinary
social call from Spider-Man; no villains, just a developing of the
friendship between him and the X-Men. Jean's sister. Indivicd
1al members from Alpha Flight., Etcetera, etcetera, etcetera..

Since the X-Men will be reunited pretty soon and sinca thai
solvas a lot of the intarior aloofness of the X-Men (they are all
50 maniacally individualistic), could we have some mingling with
the rest of the Marvel Universe? Yes, | know the X-Men have
always heen the outsiders of Marvel, but this team is a trick that
is 100 good to keep up your sleeve. Howzabout Spider-Woman,
the Avengers and the FF, for starters? Chris? Chris?l You still
there? Oh well, nice try.

Ivo Steyn
Loosdrechtseweg 4
1215 JW Hilversum
The Netherlands

One thing about this crazy book — it's a stamp collector’s joy.
In the last five-odd y=ars (good grief, has it really been that
long???), we've gotten letters from the four corners of the globe
— North and South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia
and darn near everyplace in between. It does our hearts proud
to know X-MEN has an appeal outside our own proverbial back-
yard. Thanks, lvo — John, Terry, Tom Orzechowski and Glynis
Wein, not to mention the Cheerful One himsslf appreciata all
the praise they get.

SPECIAL NOTE FOR ART LOVERSI
Our old buddy Sal Quartucelo has just put together &
sat new poartfollo that all of X-MEN enthuslasts, FAN-
TASTIC FOUR foliowers, snd |ust-piain-majestic Marvelites
are going to love! It's called THE ART OF JOHN BYRNE, and
it's 84 pages of fuli-tilt l-nnmﬁm trom full-color cover to
tutl-color cover... and there’s a fuli-<color center-spread that’ll

knock your eyss out! Jonn has personally imaginesred an
all-new 26-page coimics story sspecially this porticliol
Plus, thers are dozens of brand-new by John of

your favorite Marvel Super-Stars (some of them Inked by the
ever-taiented Terry Austin)... an introduction into the weird
world of John Byme by Roger Stem... an insider's afterword
by Chris Claremont... a checklist of John's comics work...
and more! And it’s all avallable now for only $8.00
included!) from: 5.Q. Productions! P.Q. Box 7/ Dyker Helghts
Station/ Srooklyn, NY 11228,

This is one you won't want to miss| "Nuff sald?

GINAL ¢
NO

"Oi.
. COLLECTORS
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THE TIME 15
VERY EARLY
SUNDAY

LoTs oF Tinmes
TONIGHT, KITTY.

GHT
SLIF -- BUT _Fﬂcﬁ




IN THE LAST FEW MOURS, SHE'S DISCOVERED
RESERVOIRS OF STRENGTH WITHIN MERSELF
SHE NEVER EXISTED. SHE'S TAPPED THEM ALL.

2 Wsomr Vi, sne‘om'rksz by
i3 P LR THIS

rrrury o W10 G

THE KID AINT Y HEY! WHAT IN HEAVEN'S
MOV NAME 1S THAT 2!

IT'S PHOENIX-+ ONE OF THE X-MEN!
SHE DROPPED OUTTA NOWHERE
BETWEEN US AN’ THE GIRL !

THAT WOMAN JUST WAVED HER
ARMS, AN’ THAT CAR STOPPED
LIKE |T HAD HIT A BRICK WALL !

GUTEN ABEND, FRAULEIN
PRYDE, ] ASSUME 7




BT,
m%ww%‘f? ¥ £Olg

1 TRUST YOU'LL THINK
TWICE ABOUT HOUNDING
MUTANTS N THE

COM:‘&EED TO THIS, {4 WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 7!
Y MUTANT AEI.Lmr 1 TOLB YOU TQ STOP THAT

TO CREATE FANC AR, NOT TURN IT INTO

LIGHTSHOWS INSTANT JUNK

15 NOTHING !

HM TL TS
NIGHTCRAWLER !

JEAN, GIVE

US A LIFT!

WOW! CYCLOPS

SAID PHOEMIX'S

TELEHINETL
WERS WERE

YOU DIDN'T FEEL
THE GIRL'S STARK
‘\‘EFIR_TDR. 5'_12017. QR

WHAT'S WRONG,
NPC‘IH'I\.MWLEH
WHERE'S THE GIRL 2!




GOOD. YOU'RE THE MOST

WELL, THEN SHE'S DEF|N|TELY THE
W HORMAL-LOOKING OF US.

HEG- MUTANT PROFESSOR XAVIER J
AND THE OTHER. A-MEM CAME YOU'LL HAVE TO HANDLE
10 CHICAGO TO FIND. THE IMITIAL CONTACT.

JEAN, CAN YOU
TRACK HER TELE-
PATHICALLY 7 4

PIYCHORINETICALLY
REARRANGING THE

MOLECULES OF MER
PHOENIX (PSI;UJHE

INTO A S
STREET CLOTHES...

EASY. KITTV, EASY - THERE'S | | KITTY MESITATES FOR A
ENCERT AGAINST 4 MIND-READER | | NOTHING TO BE AFRAID OF. | MOAMENT - AND THEN, SHE
YOUR THOUGHTS STAND YOU'RE AMONG FRIENDS, | CoLLAPSES INTO JEAN'S ARMS.
DUT LIKE A BEACON. = . ALL OF THE ACCUMULATED
TERRORS OF THE LAST TWELVE
TELL ME, WHAT'S HOURS POURING OUT OF HER

A NICE KID LIKE
U DOING 1IN A
PLACE LIKE THIS?

THAT'S THE RIGHT IDEA, KITTEN -~

1T'S A WHILE BEFORE THE X-MEN, DAIZLER,
RITTY AND THEIR PRISONERS RETURN TO THE
MUTANTS' SKySHIP, HIDDEN DEEP WITHIN '
A WO AND PARK LINING THE SHORE OF
LAKE ACHIGAN.



--1 STARTED OUT LAST
HIGHT TO BREAK INTO
THE NEW YORK DISCO
SCEMNE., AND NOW 1'A
SUCDENLY FIGHTING

ALOMGSIOE THE X:AEM

MOST OF THESE ARE OMNLY

SCRAPES -- THEY LOOK A LOT

WORSE THAN THEY REALLY ARE -~

BUT SCOME OF THESE CUTS ARE
PHE‘“Y DEEP, SiNG OUT IF
URT MO, KITTY

¥ ANTWAY, ORORO -~ AN
CO].OSSL!S AN’ WOLVEH'N[-'

THEY M;E-FIE TAKEM

INDLJSTRIAL PARK,
JUST OU'SIDE THE
CiTy, 1 KiN

TAGGED ALDNG *

L DON'T THINK THE
LITTLE FRAULEIN LIKES ME

OROAD GAVE ME YOUR PHONE } 1M THROUGH TANGLING
MUMBER. TOLD ME TO CALL YOU | | WITH SHADOWS, AMIND-
GUYS TO COME RESCUE EVERY- SCAN oun FRISONERS
ONE. 1 DID, AN" I'VE BEEN
RUNMIN® EVER SINCE

WE WERE ATTACKED,
TOO, IN NEW YORM, *

AND, IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE, LEARNS (T “-ONE OF A GROUP OF WEALTHY 1
whEEE THE OTHER X-MEN ARE BEING HELD INDUS TRIALIS TS WHO SEERK PRE-
D HOW WELL THAT COMPLEX 15 DEFENBE!D - ) EMINENT SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND
.*.'ME iﬂAF‘NS THAT THEY w'saF STRU I ECONOMIT POWER IN THE WORLD




B-BUT ['VE RECENTLY MET A McDEnN
n,mr JASON WYNGARDE WHO'S A DEAD
b RINGER FOR MY ANCESTOR'S HuSﬂAND.
T DOES IT ALL MEAN T 15 1T
COINCIDENCE, OR -

THE HELLFIRE CLUB 7!
BUT -- IN MY TlMES\.IDS
THE PSYCHIC FLASH-

.qRE ‘*")lv

== I'VE FOUMND MYSE
lrvIN THE LIFE OF AN
NCE HO WAS 7
MJ\R RIED TO A MEMBER OF § OH ! ah-- 1M FINE,
T CLLB-~A MAN NAME] & i scoﬁ J HAVE THE
WYNGARDE ! A INFORMATION YOU NEED,

W BEFORE DAWN.- THE SRV STILL DARK, -
m: By R HAND DE”MMEM ?ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ;u up THE VEHIC .s 5 AS qu,-m
VEHICLE 1. U RAKABLE
?omsmmmuﬁmosr surgm A5 ANY PRODUCED BY DETROIT.
.au*rwu:xens EXCERT THAT EARLIER
- X REDUCED IT TO SO AAUCH
.smap METAL.

HERE COMES SAL. 4
1 WONDER IF THEY B
FOUND THE RKID T

1'LL TELL YA LATER, THE REST OF 'IHEXMEN

ELTON, OVER A uew CAPTURED 7! MOST

RIGHT NOW, A IMPRESSIVE, ESPEClﬁLLY

WANNA UO /ATORE'S T

GET THESE MUTIES

UNDER locx AN
KEY,




BUT I'LL CALL OUT THE GUARD--

O THE HELlFln.E clua
RE EAL.

KHOW, ORORC, YOU
wa MUSTN'T FIGHT MY PSYCHIC

PROBES. THE HARDI
THE MORE THIS WiLL HURT

DER YOU ﬁES‘ST

e i _ﬂ_=ﬁ i

GOT TO STAY COOL! CYCLOPS SAID

S50 LONG AS
| 1 DON'T LET MY FEAR FOUL ME UP

IT'S OKAY TO BE SCARED,

. MAYBE | CAN
GIMAAICK (T--




I DONT KHOW, AN’ TM NOT IT'S THE CAGES-- THEY
WASTIN' ANY TIME TRYIN' MAKE YOU DOPEY. BUT
TO FIGURE 1T OUT YOU'RE OUTSIDE NOW.
CRIMINEY ! { YOU SHOULD BE ORAY,
WOLVERINE'S |
NOT AMLUCH 1
TALLER THAN ME, A
BUT HE WEIGHS
A TON!
)
f
You RE
o Ha
THE WD %
i A
% %,
| =
i
— : KITTY
b PRYDE.
Bz =

THE X.- A
ARE WITH
ME -~ !

COURSE NOT. OYEAAGKH !

OKAY, MUTIE, NOW CLIMB BACK INTO YOUR
CAGE ... HrCE AND SLOW. UNLE.ss YOU WANT
- OME OF THE 5A




AND, WHiLE RAZOR THERE'S SAL'S CAR JACK.O, YOU KEEP FRETTIN' LIKE
HARP A0SMANTILAE OUR BACK-UPS HAVEN'T IC, THAT, YOU'LL GIVE YOURSELF AN
L - SPRING FROM ARRIVED YET, €A ULCER. STAY ON YOUR. TOES,

WOLVERINE'S HANDS, THIMK WE CAM AND FOLLOW MY LEAD,
AT THE oF HANDLE IT 7 .
THE ADMINISTRATION = ANY OF THOSE MUTIES
BUILDING... l 1 _\
P
I ||
|
L}

50 1 GATHER. WE LOTTA KEEP
YOUR PASSENGERS OM ICE A

WHILE LONGER, SAL, TILL THEIR
ESCORT SHOWS UP. A5, FROST
AINTT TAKING ANY CHAMCES.

I GOT A
SPECIAL
DELIVERY
FOR THE
WHITE
QUEEN,

SHE'S ROLLIN'
OUT THE BIG GUNS
Fon THESE FREAKS

I'M IN TELERATHIC CONTACT WITH
WE'VE REACHED NIG“YCP‘W( EQ AND DAI{{ ER
THE END OF THE f SCOTT -- AM Wi
LINE, JEAN.

GOOD-- CAUSE THE
FIREWCRKS ARE
| A4BOUT TO START.

SUDDENLY, CYCLOPS LOCKS LIP, OPENS HIS RUBY
QUARTZ VISOR WIDE -- AND AN AWESGME,

MRRESISTIBLE BEAM OF PLIRE FORCE SJ’.ASTS our

FROM HIS EYES,

Tiese cnnm-au:rs
8O

R
QUARTY GLASSES.

Srre RE VERY
SEE UL N A FIGH

BEFORE THE GUARDS HAVE RECOVERED FROM J’N’!’ SHOTHK
OF CYCLOPS'SBLAST. DAITLER AOVES INTO ACTION

DRAWING ON ALL THE SOUNDS AROUND HER . AND
CM\«‘ERT!NG THEH WTO RACIANT ENERGY..

BEAUTIFUL, THAT
THE GLARDS "
AMIND S CANT
COPE WiTH (T



~~THEY'RE DAZILEDS
JAKE OFF. }
X

A
CYCLO
THE na‘sr Qf ?HE
TEAM, KEEPING

THEAM ALL IN
COMMN? ToucH.

THIS TIME. STRANGELY ENOUGH, CYCLOPS FINDS THAT
THE PROCESS MAKES HiM FEEL... UNCOMFORTABLE.

1 CAN'T GET OVER HOW
EAS!L\‘ JEAN H.FASSE-MQI.ED
K E

POW l!

il
I SHOULD BE
GROL.ID OF HER--

WHAT -- 7! THE ALERT SIRE! DON'T JUST STAMND THERE ! YoU

WE'RE UNDER ATTACK ! AND YOUR MEN ARE SUPPOSED TO
BE THE BEST COMBAT TROOPS

¥ MONEY CAN BLIY. HEﬂE 5 YOUR

CHANCE TO PROVE

USE ANY MEANS
YOU HAVE T3 - ONLY
STOP THE X-MEN !

BUT CYCLOPS AND THE
OTHERS ;A\'s A LONG W




THE ONE AND ONLY.
EMAnS,

AND \'CL.I ‘!E

WHEN THEY HELLFInE CLUBS
REACH THIS x WHITE GUEEMN.
CHAMBER |15 A o
MGNDLESS THING . A

I UNDERSTAND YOU

CALL YOURSELF

SOMETHING OF A
TELERATH.

T WELL, "YOUR MAJESTY,” LET'S
SEE HOW GOOD YOU REALLY ARE.

MANCUSH, CALL FOR REINFORCEMENTS!
BE GET A SQUAD ON THOSE UPPER LEVEL
THERE'S ONLY THREE OF THEM R CATWALKS | TRY TG SET LUP A
MUTIES, AN% WEII?E HITTFN CROSS-FIRE !
ATH Y NG

I'M RIGHT BEHIND I'VE BEEN ACHING
YOU, MEIN HERR. TO TAY THIS
STUNT AGAIN, *




HEY, LOOK WHO'S W OH, LORD, IF
HERE ! WOLVERINE, AMNY THING
COLOSSUS AND -~ HAPPEKED TO
KITTY ! YOU'RE THE KID... &=

CARRYING MER.

WHILE KITTY WAS RELEASING
WOLVERINE, TWO GUARDS SLIPPED
INTO THE HOLDING PEN BEHIND HER .
N THEY SHOT HER WITH A HIGH -
EMERGY STUMN BOLT.

PETER.-- I§ SHE WHAT -
HURT?! HAPPEMED
TO THE
GUARDS 7
i WOLVERINE ..
-~ Bl DEALT WITH THEM,

I'AA FINE,
HONEST, I'n4
JUST A LITTLE
BIT STIFF.

1IN A COUPLA
SECONDS, YOU AN

YOUR BUDDIES
WON'T BE FEELING

ANTTHING

. AGAINST ONE WHO
CAN TUAN
SOLID STEEL !

IE YOUR WEAPOM HAD |

THE POWER OF AN ARMY,

1T _WOULD STiLL DO |
YOU NQ GOOD.




ARA A HAMED l LOST WE STILL HAVE N f THE PROF SPLIT ON HIS DWMN-
T!EMDE:I S1' K AR CI‘FLRE‘NT. 5 F1M WOLLDMNT LET ME OR PETEY C;O

]
BUT THE WAY THAT MAN CALLED STORM AND o, <IN HE TOLD USTQ
ME "FREA, 53 PROFESSOR K GET 'RDRO “.
KITTY STAmNG AT ME s 2 -

WA FE:I'EQ o

LEAD ON, THEM VLET'S AOVE 1T, BEFCRE THPS‘l CAUGHT A TELEPATHIC FLASH
WHITE QUEEN'S PRIVATE ol
ARMY REGROUPS

TRouGLE =
NOT QUITE,

AT FIRST, BOTH WOMEN SErEMEO EVENLY I
£

5 AN ATTACK WHJCH TNE HE'&D
ESS 7

STORM CAN ON
N AWE AND FE’AR

THE PHOEMIX -EFFECT 15 50
BEAUTIFUL.. ¥YET SO TERRIBLE
LIKE JEAM HERSELF. I'vE SEEN
HER LIKE THIS DMLY ONCE

BEFCRE, IN THE HEART OF 'THE
ALIEN AWKRANN CRYSTAL -

--BEFORE SHE .,
SAVED THE

MNow THAT .SH\E'S LmnNm UNIVERSE FROM

T ER FOE'S STRENGTHS AND BESTRUCTION., *
WEARNESSES, PHOENK. -

BEGINS TO ATTACK IN FMNESI‘ X-MEN #:107--BO8.




/... A PASSION BEYOND

HUMAN COMBR;
SHE 15 MORE ALIVE T
SHE HAS EVER BEEN -~ SS

SMASH m%omw THE WHITE
QUEE Ns'sn HIC asxgmsss

WITH CONTEMPTUOUS

cHﬁNCE

PSI-BOLT

MUS‘I’ I

REMAH\\FN‘G D\N’ZR
NTO TFLFPATHIC I il

\I o
f

I WAS HIT BY A FLASH OF PAIN
FROM JEAN -- THROUGH THE
-« AN INSTANT BEFORE

E RM !
THE BLAST-- IT LEVELED THE
ENTIRE BUILDIMNG !

T,
SUILDING PS
WHE RE RORD 5

SCENT'S B
I.EAOIN US )

YO, GIV D’
ME A HAN L

JEAMN CAN'T BE
DEAD-- I'D FEEL
IT! I'M CALLING
TOU, LADY--
ANSWER ME !
JEAN ! JEANS




* FRANTIC MENTAL CRY 15 A ERED 4 EAN ! RELAX ., CYCLOPS.
J{ mmeo AI‘E&Y = THOUGH NOT QUITE N THE ' THE WORSE Fon
f - T - THE wnns

ITLL TAKE MORE
N A COLLARPSING

iy sweeT OF you 10
W1 8E SO CONCERNED!

I KNEW | WAS RIGHT IN HOLDING AND 50, QUICKLY, QUIETLY...

BACK AND PLAYING OBSERVER ! 5 ) 3 :

LET'S BE ON GUR WAY BEFORE N ,

THE Al.lmom'nEs
ARRIVE !

‘ﬁig MUTANTS MAKE THENR HH'FOUT OF YHECMEX SUNRISE FINDS THEA ON CENTRAL AVENUE, IN
 IN FRONT OF ﬂr PRYDE'S

ALL IN ALL, MY X-MEN, | !
AM MOST BLEASED WiTH
THE WAY YOU HANDLED /% &

TOURSELVES

DATIZLER, YOU HAVE
SEEN SOMETHING OF
THE LIFE THE X-PAEN
LEAD. ARE
SURE vOLU
JOIN




o+, BABY, WE WERE 50
WORRIED! YOU WERE GONE

WHAT HAD HAPPENED. WE
CALLED THE POLICE...

MNIGHTCRAWLER WILL DRIVE
HER OUT TO O'HARE AIR-
PORT AND PUT HER ON A
FLIGHT BACK To
YORMK .

PROFESSOR, WE
KRNOW NOTHING ABOUT
DALZLER, YET SHE NOW

OWS THE X-MEN,

IN. AND OUT OF

COSTUME

Uh-oh.
IF THOSE ARE
KITTY'S PARENTS,

T DID A PERIPHERAL MIND- SCAN OF HER, \
SCOTT. DAZZILER CAN BE TRUSTED.

SHOVE IT, _\/ SHE GOES OFF WITH YOUR STUDENTS
MISTER! WHAT Al S-- YO DISARPEAR -«

DOING WITHMY 1O THE GROUND ! WE
DAUGHTER 7! THOUGHT SHE'D BEEM
KILLED-- TILL THE POLICE
1DENY|F1§TD THE BODIES

nTHEY

. IT'5-GOOD TO SEE MY WIFE AND 1 WERE VERY IMPRESSED BY
YO AGAIN. YOUR PRESENTATION YESTERDAY IM FACT,
WE VE BEEN DISCUSSING YOU AND YOUR

ECHODL FOR GIFTED YOUNGSTERS *
QUITE A LOT SINCE YOU LEFT.

[ [ THAT'S. ah. NICE TO
HEAR, MR PRYDE




WIFE'S MEMORIES
LITTLE

JEAN, Y JUST DOING ¥ 1 KNOW YOU DON'T BUT FITTYS FATHER, Y NG HARM DOMNE — AND
oL WHAT COMES  APPROVE OF ME--oR | | WASH'T ABOUT TO USTEN | THERE'S AN ENO T 1T
DIDN'T—-f | NATURALLY.  THE PROFESSOR -- 10 ReASON. 30,10 SPA
USING OUR PSI-POWERS EVERYONE & LT WE HAVE BRUMNCH -
LIKE THIS SCOTT TNMECESSARY GRILF, MAKINGS IN THE "ERIDGE.

HIS AND YOL'RE ALL wEL OME

TO JOIN US

SCOTT, DID SHE USED HER TELEPATHIC ABILITIES
AGAINST AN INNOCENT PERSTN'S

MAIND, SOMETHING THAT USED TO BE
AN ANATHEMA TO HER. .

SHE DID 7

YOU WERE IN THAT

WHITE GUEEN. WHAT WAS
IT-- WHAT WAS SHE -- uN.E ¥

NOT HUMAN. WHEN SHE LISES HER POWER--
A5 PHOEMNIX -- THERE 1S A FEHDCIT'Y ABOUT
HER,. AND A GRANDEUR. | E

HAS CHANGED 50 MLICH

YET. SHE HASN'T
CHANGED AT ALL.

MAYBE WE RE

Ak, A ¥OU DON'T BELIEVE
IMAGINING THINGS *

THAT., WE

ENSE A ...
WRONGNESS
£, ABOUT HER.

ALMOST AS |
HELPING THAT

THERE I5 A DARK SIDE To THE PHOENIX THAT COULD GDNSUME HER !
F SOMETHING -- OR SOM| EONE - WAS MA
WRONGNESS GRO

TO
IND OUT WHO OR WHAT 15 DOING THiS BEFORE ITISTOO L

[F THAT IS Ti HE (‘RSE wE MUST

215 THEIR NAME!
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c’o MARVEL COMICS GROUP JIM SALICRUP
i EDITOR
575 Madison Avenue. BOB BUDIANSKY
New York, New York 10022 ASSISTANT EDITOR

Dear People,

This is a letter of praise. No, it's not for Chris Clare-
mont, even though he did a super-fantastic job on X-MEN
#125. No, it's not for the great Byrne/Austin art team on X-
MEN #125. It's for Ms. Wein. ;

When | opened up X-MEN #125, it hit me. The colors are
so great. The mixtures of reds, blues and pinks were great. It
reminded me so much of the colossal X-Men/Magneto fight.
You are my favorite colorist, Ms. Wein. | hope that when |
pencil for Marvel, | have a colorist half as good as you. Thank

you very, very much. :
Phitip Albinus
Kings Park, New York

We agree with you a hundred percent, Philip; Glynis
Wein is our favorite colorist, too. In fact, one of the most
flattering compliments Chris, John & Terry have received
during their tenure on X-MEN was Glynis’ request that she
be assigned the book on a permanent basis. In the two-odd
years since she started coloring X-MEN, she's only missed.
two issues, and has never turned in a less than superiative
job. We're glad you singled out Glynis' work for comment,
Philip; such recognition is well-deserved and long overdue,
Actually, we're all waiting for the day when Len Wein is intro-
duced as Glynis Wein's husband.

Dear Four Color Maestri,

| have a simple principle for determining the quality of
any comic | read. After finishing a comic, the amount of
desire | have to have more of the next issue in my hands at
the moment is proportional to the contents. Simply, the “in-
crease my dosage right now, Doc" effect (or, "'l have to wait
2,592,000 seconds till | get more? Double argh.”).

The X-MEN series has double arghed me consistently
and more than any other comic series yet devised by homo
sapiens of homo superjor. But with ish #125, | arghed out.

This was an issue that reiterated what has become a
fast modus gperandi with the series “We're taking another
move forward, so try to stay in step, devotees.” Really,
something cynical inside me keeps expecting you guys to
play it safe with formula, but yougalways damn the
torpedoes. Excuse please my lack of trust, but I've seen
more talent take a nose dive than | care to remember. Is it
any wonder why so many fans become curs?

#125 was a banquet of expectations of what is to come.
Chris, the development of Phoenix is exciting because now
we have a power in the X-Men to be reckoned with. She has
power without the hamperings of specialization. A mistress
of molecules arid the mind and that doesn't leave too much
out of her reach.-In fact, unfortunately, she may be too
powerful for the team. She is to them what mutants are to
humans. A pity if she should forsake the group, but if she
does she definitely merits a tryout in MARVEL PREMIERE or
somewhere.

The one page of Magneto was an unexpected, nice di-
version. He is my favorite adversary and has the grandeur of
a being of immense power and commanding presence.
When you bring back the former leader of the Brotherhood of
Evil Mutants, please don't use him as an example of how |
powerful Phoenix is by having him quickly or soundly
thrashed by her. Give the guy some respect. By the way, is it
my imagination or does Magneto’s wife, Magda, bear a
family resemblance to the Scarlet Witch? Say, perhaps, a
maternal resemblance?

John and Terry’s rendition of Jean Grey as this Black
Queen was, how shall | put it, stirring? The atmospherics
and alienness of their glimpses of Imperial Center force me
to follow their lines and shapes till the panel borders block
my path. Luckily for us, Glynis knows exactly what to do and
what not to do with those lines and shapes.

| really am trying to figure out what this Mutant. X is and
it | have seen this Jason Wyngarde elsewhere, long ago. Too
‘bad you have decided to semi-retire Havok and Lorna. |
always did dig quys with concentric eircles on their chests
and women with green hair. If you ever makethe X-Men two
.operative teams, don't forget these two powerful and
probably great characters. .

| must have missed something or have selective
amnesia, but who is Jamie Madrox?

We mutantphiles have Mutant X, the Hellfire Club and
Magneto to look forward to. What a way to kick off the
eighties.

Till the Banshee uses Binaca..

David Stallman
235 W. Workman
Covina, CA 91722

What can we say, Dave; you like our book, we like your
letter. You weren't the only one to spot the family resem-
blance between Magda and the Witch: be of good cheer, you
weren't imagining things. The resemblance is both inten:
tional and maternal. By this time, you should know who
Mutant X is — as well as Jamie Madrox — and what
happened to both of them. You'll have to wait a few issues to
be sure about Jason Wyngarde, And you don’t just have to
look forward to the three plot lines you mentioned; there’s
also Ariel and Caliban, “‘What ever happened to Mesmero?”,
the absolutely (we promise, Scout’s honor!) last Sauron
story (which will be kicked off any year now in a two-part
Angel/Ka-Zar/Spider-Man team-up by Chris Claremont and
Michael Golden), set in the Savage Land. Plus, the return of
Alpha Flight, Juggernaut and Black Tom, Arcade, and the
Sentinels. And that’s just for openers. Eighties?! Good grief.
man — what a way to kick off the new century!

NEXT ISSUE: Mystery plles upon mystery as the
X-Men try to find out who is after them and why. Our scene
shitts from New Mexico (and a guest appearance by the
Angel) to New York and a climax that will surprise and
shock you. Be here in 30, people, for: “AND HELLFIRE IS
THEIR NAME!"
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SHE'S THE
Pl LAST ONE!/
S| THE HELLFIRE

Py cLuB HAS
ANV I A DEFEATED
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| THE HELLFIRE CLUB
HAS TRANSFORMED
PHOENIX INTO THEIR
BLACK QUEEN!
ARE THE X-MEN
TOO LATE TO SAVE
HER? ——OR
THEMSELVES?!




€
:iniTu

MINUTES ASO, CYCLOPS-- WITHOUT ANY
WARNING WHATSOEVER -~ COLLAPSED MERE
N THE UPSTAIRS STUDY OF NEW YORK'S

STORM !
COLOSSUS ! LOOK
CYCLOPS IS

ALIVE? o

THE Wiy I FEEL RIGHMT r«c)w,rN'IGHT—

CRAWLER, 1 WISH I WASN'T.
| e Hodbi -—
I TRIED TO CONTACT JE
THROUGH THE PSIONIC RAPPORT
SHE AND I NOW SHARE, TO
HER FROM MASTERMIND'S
MENTAL CONTROL-- BUT H

" UBAN GREY

BELONGS TO THE

HELLFIRE CLUB,
COY AND




ISN'T. HER TIAIE - BuUT JASON wms.qnos
AgérgHmVﬂN IS MERELY A FAFADE

ME 15 ACTUALLY. ..

iy
X
=
i
"."'"-
1\ MASTERMIND —
TNREALITY, SHE IS JEAN THE MUTANT MASTER
' AR XoMAN-~ OF HLUSION®
MASTERMIND A THREE MEN AREMEM
OF THE HELL

SECRET,
THEIR GOAL--

THESE
REC!.L?JJ ER
*\'angmm

DONALD PIERCE, CYBORG -~
CIRCLE-- A PART HUMAN, PART SUPER -

POWERED MACHINE.

ol A 4
. t e P
SEBASTIAN SHAW, CHAIRMAN OF THE
INNER CIRCLE -~ Also A MUTANT,



'm‘! WNEE M mv scuo THPOUGH

aﬂ rasnnrm‘ LOOKS FROM
u.-.rmwr, o wmnms’s. Lmssﬂms

O
LNy i)
WHEN, ATMST SHE
WEN, 47 A7 e TSNS
‘_'f :UL IN HER EYES,

£

&
g Sy

M!' WHEM HFSFEJ.I

SHAW, WHAT'S THAT
COMMO‘II’DN IN THE

mﬁ; OUTSIDE ON' 'ﬂ!E SWGE'JS NEW

,\.. 3”‘5% MIOW!NT?R ALE. o

HAS RASH
WA SRR Shen

% SEE X- MEN 132 Vs
PAGE 1O, PANELS 667
-- BOB THE PEVIOUS.

T KNOW. 1 GAVE STRICT INSTRUCTIONS

E WEREN'T TO BE DISTURBED,

YOU AN’ ME GOT BUSINESS--

EP ME AWAY [/

R ¥ AN' ALL THE FLUNKIES IN
cn.emgm AINT GONNA




MAGHIFCENT! THIS 1S MY CHANCE TO Fi
SHAW AS &mn OF THE INNER Clﬂcl.!
THEN m TO TAKE HIS PLAC

CRIPES! JEAN'S CLOBBERIN ME
WITH A TELEKINETIC ZAP ¢

WHILE
[nm sw‘rﬁwmv}nm

WELL. ALL I HAVE TO DO




HEN THEY AMBUSHED US, SHAW AND HIS INNER
C!RELE STARTED BY THROWING US OFF-BALANCE BY
TTING US S5C HARD AND SO FAST, THAT BY THE 'TI'ME
WE KMNEW WHAT WAS GOING ON. WE WERE BEATEN 1l

HeY, LELAND! LAST TIME
SSLED,
NEARLY TRASHED ME. *

YOU OWE ME A
. BUB, AN’

REMATCH,
1! M HERE TAC\:}L!.EC"
TH INTEREST!

THE
ER | GET!




LET THE OTHERS BATTER THEM-
SELWEFE’ENS&E 5. FOR THE
MO » I THINK IT BEET NOT TO
INVOLVED, I'LL SIMPLY CREATE
T 1M PART OF




C'\\:‘LDF‘S IS A BORM LEADER,
EXPECTED, HE

WWHAT -~
MIGHTCRAWLER,
TELEPORTING
ON TOP OF ME 1!

TORM SAYS I SHOULDN'T
HIT YOU, HERE SHAW.,
THAT'S FINE WITH ME,

BUT HE HAD HELH"
AND I
\\ UN\’DMFORTAE’ FEEL\NG-
N 1 KNOW FROM WHAT
SOURCE. WYNGARDE'S
PUPPET, | FEAR, HAS
CUT HER STRINGS.

FOR ALL SHAW'S MUTANT
STHENGT'H HE 'S STILL ONLY

I.D BE JlE'I'D
IF T SHT
WT OF HIM.




THAT'S THE SPIRIT, McCOY. HIDE YOUR
BEHIND A FLIP, DEVIL-MAY- CARE F




DO NOT' 1AM STRUGGLING

ELIEVE _§ WITH ALL MY MIGHT,

THIS! YET PIERCE 15 FORCING
ME BACK. HE HAS

MY
HAMDS, HE 15--
HURTING ME

Yyou sPEAR. N I DO
AS THOUGH NE’

NOT KMNOW YOU. 1 HAVE
VER THOUIGHT ILL OF YOLUI,

Youl, YET YOU WOULD SLAY

ME -- FOR NO OTHER HEASON

THEMN THAT I AM A
MMUTANT 2L

LIVE WIRES IN..,
M

ICAL ARM
RICAL <
BLINDED ME !

YES, CLIRSE YOU! [ MAY
OMNLY BE HALF-A- MAN, BUT
I'M MORE HUMAN THAN

TOU'LL EVER BE -- FREAK Z?

=-BUT WHEN HIS EVES FINALLY
-—--—{ 1 EXPECTED Hit4 TO
PIERCE ¥V ATTACK ME WHILE 1
15 WAS HELPLESS, BUT
* A HE RAN Away
INSTEAD. I MUST

AVE DAMAGED HIM
» MORE BADLY T‘HAN
g A




-= BUT YOUR SWASHBUCKLING
OVERCONFIDENCE W!Ll‘ BE
THE DEATH OF YOU -

) iu
{

AN

EMJOYING YOURSELE: Y
HERR SHAW?T 1 AMT

AN ACADEMIC POINT, VILLAIN.
HAS DONE HIS

Wi, BUT NOT OUT. Auoj) l
TED COLD HAS LEFT ME J
INED - TOO WEAK -~ -

FINISH HER. ;

-~ v Bopy Wy
FEELS... ASIF J !
7's BEEN
TURNED TO )
ICE !

I WANT TO STAY -~

TO FIGHT ==
BUT I DARE NOT.




PERHAPS THE RS BEE
OTHERS HAVE {ERERL SEARCHING ALL OVER
HAD BETTER il FOR YoU !
LUCK-- BUT L

Do T.

. AND NEXT TIME
THE OUTCOME Wil BE
DIFFERENT. COME ALONG
THERE |6 MUCH TO DO

AT THAY MOMENT, THE WATER HEY? WHO i t AND IF SHAW'S
{EeLina CERTAIN NEARBY TURNED oUY GOONS ARE
SEWER... — THE LIGHTST! RESPONSIBLE, WE
g COULD BE SITTING
A\ DUCKS FOR A
COUN
ATTACK !

S PANIC ON
CUR HAEDS.

.. REACHES A N e
CFATAIN BaNK OF % :
EXPOSED CABLES...

N [EX] L0 |\




CRIPES, HE TARTLED ME ! I WAS ON IF THAT MEANS WHAT T THINK IT D
GUARD - ECTING TROUBLE -- YET HE PROFESSOR X IS GOING TO HAVE A
CREPT RIGHT UP BEHIND ME WITHOUT

MY NOTICING ¢ FIND MIGHTCRAWLER

AND STORM, WE'RE
WOLVERINE ! GETTING OUT OF HERE

I HATE
LEAVIN® A
FIGHT HALF-
FINISHED,

SUPERNAL \( Mf. HER FACE LIES,
TRITITH f
AFRAID 1
TH. Hi

I'VE LOST my

SEVERING MY [ AST CONNECTION WITH THE AW
THAT ACTED LIKE A BUCKET OF I-:‘.t WATER 1M MY FAC.E

YOUR POWER I5
NOTHING !



Eau\; DEA WHAT VE DOME -—

HUT. FID 51

mu REACHED

INTO MY .MJND
YOL'RE AM '- ¥ F

e lJ-J'I\."NI"T.

IT'S ONLY FAIR
THAT I RETURN
THE COMDI.I.MENT

A
SETIMN Moﬂoﬂ

YOU CAME TO ME WHEN [ WAS VULNERABLE
YOU FILLED THE EMOTIONAL VOID WITHIN ME. YOU
MADE ME TRUST YOU-- PERHAPS EVEN LOVE YOU -~

M - AINDTAP AMECHANISM - -
: GUEEN'S DESIGN.
ALLOWED ME TO PROJECT
ILLUSIONS DIRECTLY
INTO YOUR MIND.,,.

o AS WELL AS
Mommn vouu
THOUGH

=

GIVE YOU POWER, ~ --5UCH

'LL
ASON WYNGAR]

AS NO LIVING.
EM




g FEoRLE AN FANOLE
ERTETN

. :




I'VE BEEMN SEARCHING A
YOU. ARE YOU ALL RIGI

¥ I'™ RECEIVING MULTIFLE MEMNTAL IF THEY CAPFTURE US, YOU CAN BET SHAW
SSHONS -- THE POLICE AR JEND THE HELLFIRE CLUB WILL MAKE ANY

3

THIS MOMENT |
X-MEN. E % Wupts

ITHING MUCH 1 CAN DO ABOUT IT NOW -- AT

y TIL WE'RE SAFELY ON DUR WAY, ONCE %
[REBORNE, THOUGH, AND THE PRESSURE'S g

OFF, THEN MAYBE SHE'LLTALM TO ME. gl 4@& .

] o o v
CYCIOPS TOUCHES A i
CONTROL STUDON [l
HIS WRISTWATCH. .
: e
Nivs 2

e ¥

Nora




“SORPACE D8 THE CEATEAL
ONE GuICK

GETAWAY,
COMMNG U

L THINIK THE SOONER T GET JEAN Y/ #
T PROF:

ESS50R X, THE BETTER. /'.-‘

THE X-MEN'S SHYCRAET QISES TO THE
RARe ﬂﬂl‘%ﬂ. TR

AGAINST AN ARMY, WOLVERINE, &
You OULD HAVE AT LEAST A
HOPE OF SURVIVAL.







____,.__.._...__,,___.._.____..

Chris and John:

The X-Men are truly a sfudy In pathos.Nowhere else in
Marvel Comics have | seen such assiduous depictions of
what it is like to be an outcast, and rarely have the adven-
tures of this band of outcasts struck so deep a chord in me.
Not since “The Lords of Light and Darkness!” in MARVEL
TEAM-UP ANNUAL #1 has this pathos been so intense. The
“Proteus Saga” (as | call X-MEN #'s 125-128) was an Incredi-
ble 88-page eplc, and when it ended there was that profound
sense of sorrow, loss, and great relief — just like when those
pseudo-Hindu Gods met their demise in MTU ANNUAL #1.
Something Incredible died, and [ts death can only be
attended by Intense sadnees and Immense relief.
Trememdous pathos was Invoked In both cases.

Enough praise (for now). | do feel that the final battle, no
matter how colorful, was fraught with cliches. It was so
obvious that Phoenlix and Colossus posed grave threats to
Proteus that | was sure those “Masters of Creativity,"
Claremont and Byrne, would take another approach. Never-
theless, the battie even then proved to be quite dramatic and
enjoyable. | hoped to see those masters of finesse and
subtlety, Nightcrawler and Banshee (will his power ever re-
generate?), do more than they did.

Additionally, to call Proteus “Master of Reality” Is a bit
too dramatic and slightly Inaccurate. Reality Is our per-
ceptual consensus. Proteus merely warped the fabric of
space-time so rapidly and Intensely that his victims (never
foes — always victims) could not change thelr perceptions
or consensus in time. True, John A. Wheeler — Einstein’s
successor In Relativity Theory and coiner of the term, “black
hole” — has believed that the fabric of space-time Is the
substrate of the Universe, but examine the powers of
Proteus closely: the basic properties of space-time never
changed. Proteus’ power seemed to decline with distance
(the Inverse-square law) like any other energetic source;
otherwlise, he would’'ve been the God he thought he was,
Instead of being & murderously powerful, sophisticated
“ralativity” vlliain.

But he was evil — reekingly evll. It was good to see him
resoundingly defeated. Keep up the great work.

Kelth L. Partain
1851 5. 108 E. PI.
3 Tulsa, OK 74128

Uh-huh! And here, Byrne and | thought that all we were
dolmg was building a dynamite story-line around an equally
nifty villain. Who would have thunk that we'd be getting
knee-deep Into Relativity and Universal Fleld Theory? Pretty
hairy stufi for a writer whose primary academic claim to
tfame Is a Bachelor’'s Degree in Acting. Responding to your
criticisms, though, Keith — while remaining ever grateful for
your fulsome praise — it's true that not everyone in the
X-Men got equal play in the climactic battle. We tried to give
everyone their moment, but we were less successful with
some characters — Polaris, for example — than with others.
In part, it was because we ran out of room and because of
the way the visual structure evolived In John's head as he
penclled the story. Also, the reason Colossus provided the
final victory for the team was because John and | both felt
that, after 35-0dd issues, his time had more than come. Stick
around, too, Kelth, and you’ll see our big tin-plated Russian
do more of the same In the future.

Dear X-Folk,

The Proteus storyline is finally over and done with. it's
been almost three years since he first showed up and |, for
ona, am glad It's finished. This storyline has taken far too
long to resolve, and, hopefully, that won't happen with the
Mastermind story. 3

There were some problems with the latest iasue. For
one thing, no matter how Chris explains It, you can't change
an Inanimate, un/iving storefront. Into living bees, or living
anything for that matter. It Is absolutely impossible. The
second major point was Cyclops' stunt with Wolverine.
Cyclops’ beam, which hammered through the ground to
reach Banshee, and has gone through other nasty things
besides, should've at the very least, knocked Wolverine un-
consclous and not just brulsed him. However, this Issue had

its good points as well. The last scens with Colossus was
handled very well, and John's art work looked good
throughout. Try to be a little more consgistant next time on
the writing.
Joel D. Cochin
Rich Hall, Box 1310
277 Babcock St.
Boston, MA 02215
Proteus has the power to manipulate reality —
whatever that is — any way he llkes. That means elther
transforming organic materials into Inorganic, or vice versa.
The Molecule Man has been doing stunts like that for years,
and no one's complained! Regarding Wolverine — what
alavo you the idea that Cyclops used the same force to slow
olvie's descent that he used to {ree Banshee. You forget,
he can control his beams. So, he used just enough power to
brake Wolvie's fall, secure in the knowledge that Wolvie's
unbreakable adamantium skeleton would protect the short
guy from serious Injury. He would not have tried this stunt
with Nightcrawler or a normal human-type person.

Dear Mutantes (that's moo-tawn-tays).

Christopher, Christopher, Christopher. Though the
entire ish of X-MEN #128 was Indeed smooth and probably
the best, in my opinion, you have ever done, you st left out
one very important detall. Jason Wyngarde and Jean's
fantasies induced by him were completely omitted from this
ish. Why? You undoubtedly aren’t going to just drop that
sub-plot, and yet to just all of a sudden pick it out of the alr
and continue on with it won’t seem right. You have usually
been the.master at the sub-plot, but | must confess | have my
doubts as to how you're going to handle this!! Good luck.

Question: Banshee, who Is terribly, terribly in love with
Moira, would have killed Proteus when he shot him instead

_ of just winging him. (I know that was a statenment! Hare's th

questionl) Why didn’t Banshee Indeed kill Proteus? Why en-
danger Molra's life (and that of Wolverine) when he had the
power to put an end to Proteus’ killing spree? -

Anyway, pick up the pleces of Jason Wyngarde and I'll
see you In thirty. '

Todd “Yes-it's-me-The-Kid" . Benedict
Seattle, WA (The Evergreen State

If you read this Issue, Todd, pleces are Indeed all that's
left of Jason Wyngarde to be picked up. Heh, heh, heh —
boy, does he get what's coming to him. As for why he put In
no appearances In Issues #127 and 128 — purely space con-
siderations. At that point, Proteus took priority — and even
then, we couldn't fit in all the stuff we wanted to.

ANSWER: Banshee missed because he's a lousy shot;
after all, when you've got a sonic scream, what d'you need
with guns? See you in 301

- —chris claremont
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{ggg}ﬁﬂlﬁl CENTER-- RULING SEAT OF A GALACTIC EMPIRE LOCATED HALFWAY ACROSS THE KNOWN UNIVERSE
EARTH.,. 3 = m 00

SEE, MY FRIENDS! fi . RISE AND HAIL
THE PHOENIX - % LILANDRA,
ENTITY APPROACHES 8 3 A MAJESTRIX
HER HOMEWORLD, ; : »

SOL 3-- EARTH f

W THIS EMERGENCY
MEETING OF HER
GRAND COUNCIL IS |
NOW IN SESSION. J

THANK‘\ HONORABLE BEINGS, WE
YOu, NOW FACE A THREAT THE
LIKE OF WHICH THE SHI'AR

EMPIRE-- INDEED, THE
ENTIRE UNIVERSE-- HAS

- NEVER KNOWN .

BESIDE IT, EVEN
GALACTUS MAY PALE
TO INSIGNIFICANCE .
TO FEED HIS
INFERNAL HUNGER,
HE CONSUMES

TO FEED
HERS, PHOENIX

UPON ARRIVING IN IMPERIAL SPACE,
AS ALL CAN SEE IN THIS HOLOGRAM
FIELD, THE PHOENIX-ENTITY PLUNGED
INTO THE HEART OF D'B8ARI, A
MAIN SEQUENCE,
G-TYPE STAR.

TUOKS'ENHAAMIN,
BEGIN THE BRIEFING.

RESULTANT
1 SIELLAR

EXPLOSION
{ DESTROYED

NOT ONLY

IN A MATTER
OF SECONDS,
SHE ADVANCED
IT TO SUPER -
b’ NOVA STAGE.

D'BARI, BUT

NS INHABITED
PLANETS

AS WELL. ¥

AFTER LEAVING D'BARI,
PHOENIX WAS INTERCEPTED
BY OUR NEWEST, MOST
POWERFUL BATTLE

CRUISER. THE SHIP
ATTACKED..,

... AND WAS
DESTROYED AS
QUICKLY, AS EASILY,
AS COMPLETELY,
AS THE STAR. *




WHEN 1 FIRST MET PHOENIX, SHE WAS A A NOW, IT SEEMS, THE CHILD 1S MINISTERS, IF THE EMPIRE--
TERRAN FEMALE NAMED JEAN GREY, A BENEFICENT NO LONGER. 1 IF THE UNIVERSE -- 1S TO
BENEFICENT ENTITY. SHE AND HER A FEAR AS WELL THAT SHE MEANS SURVIVE...
FELLOW X-MEN HELPED STOP MY 2 TO PICK UP WHERE MY BROTHER
MAD BROTHER FROM UNLEASHING LEFT OFF. — .. PHOENIX MUST
- ARMAGEDDON . ¥ 2 . 2 BE DESTROYED.

AT THAT MOMENT, ON EARTH, IN A MANSION KNOWN THROWKSHOUT THE WORLD, ..

... Mr. PRESIDENT, IT'S THE THANK, YOU
SAME ENERGY MATRIX THAT z DR.COAHBEAU.
STARCORE MONITORED 1 _ JOEL, GET ME
EARLIER THIS EVENING . IR T T THE AVENGERS!
ONLY NOW |T'S FAR MORE Lo i B '

POWERFUL, AND HEADING m1Ma

STRAIGHT FOR THE EARTH!

ONLY THE PRESIDENT CAN ACTIVATE
IT-- AND ONLY THEN IN TIMES OF THE

GOODNESS

) GRAVEST DANGER . I'VE NEVER HEARD
GRACIOUS ! IT SOUNDED IN EARNEST.

THAT'S A s ;

SPECIAL

ALERT!

1 PRAY THIS IS
ONLY ANOTHER TEST.

AFTER THE TRANSMISSION ENDS...

MASTER 8EAST WAS ON
MONITOR DUTY. THERE'S
NO SIGN OF A STRUGGLE-- SO 1
DOUBT HE WAS KIDNAPPED,
BUT NO MESSAGE FROM HIM,
EITHER.

AN ENERGY FORCE OF

UNKNOWN ORIGINS, BUT
CONSIDERABLE POWER, IS
APPROACHING EARTH. 4

i
i

s
Mr. JAHVIS, AH UNDERSTOOD .&
THAT AN AVENJUH WAS ALWAYS
SUPPOSED TO BE ON MONITUH

DUTY, AH'VE BEEN CALLING
FOAH SOME TIME, WITHOUT
RESPONSE ! 3

WHAT Y
4 HAPPENED
TO HIM 7!
WHERE
COULD
HE HAVE
GONE 7!

IF THIS 1S SOME
EXTRATERRESTRIAL
ATTACK, I WANT

THE AVENJUHS READY
TO DEAL WITH IT.

YES, SIR. ,
I'LL ASSEMBLE
THEM AT ONCE.




ANSWER: THE BEAST, ANSWERING BEFORE HE JOINED THE AVENGERS, HANK McCOY WAS A CHARTI
CYCLOPS'SECRET CALL FOR HELP, AMEMBER OF THIS MUTANT TEAM. TONIGHT HE DISCOVERED THAT

HAS RETURNED TO HIS OLD ALMA LOYALTIES DIE VERY HARD.,

MATER, PROFESSOR CHARLES

XAVIER'S SCHOOL FOR GIFTED YOUNG-

STERS-- SECRET HOME AND HEADQUAR -

TERS OF THE UNCANNY X-MEN. z
YOUR BASIC \

MNEMONIC SCRAMBLER.

SLAP THIS ON JEANNIE'S

BE ABLE TO THINK A
COHERENT THOUGHT, MUCH
LESS READ MINDS OR THROW

I'VE NEVER HEARP / - ). T 1 CAN'T OPEN MY EYES.,
SUCH PAIN IN ~ \ STORAM > EVEN THE TINIEST FRACTION,
CYCLOPS' VOICE g % UNTIL I'VE PUT ON MY
\ | SPECIAL RUBY QUARTZ
WILL HAVE TO / 1 f\ GLASSES,OR MY
FIGHT THE : OPTIC BLASTS COULD
WOMAN HE | z = PUNCH A TRUCK-SIZED
LOVES -- A i HOLE IN THE WALL. g
PERHAPS TO THE
DEATH. THAT
KNOWLEDGE IS
EATING HIM
UP INSIDE.

INMIEANWHILE, IN THE MANSION'S
GER ROOM, THE REST OF

ORORO WANTS TO HELP

ME, TO COMFORT ME. BUT

I CAN'T GIVE IN. NOT YET.

IF 1T GIVE FULL REIN TO MY ; -

FEELINGS, I'LL... SHATTER. f i ! I AVOIDED BEING

| ; CRUSHED BY TELE-

PORTING ONTO
ONE OF THE BLADES [

...BUT YOU
) MUST STOP THE
"SUPER SPANNER'/
COLOSSUS, BEFORE
ITS SPINNING
BLADES CRUSH
BOTH YOU AND
WOLVERINE !

OR JEAN'S SAKE,
AS MUCH AS EVERY -
ONE ELSE'S, T HAVE
TO STAY STRONG. ..
IN CONTROL.




ITS ARMS!

NO GOOD, MY FRIEND.
YOU DIDN'T STOP THE
SPANNER. YOU ONLY
BROKE OFF ONE OF

THAT
WAS MY
INTENTION,

TOVARISCH--
WATCH !

I AM SEETHING !
MY PATIENCE IS
ALMOST GONE.
THIS WAITING IS
DRIVING ME MAD

BUT IN MY HEART,

'

THERE,
WOLVERINE !
I HAVE
SMASHED
it THE SPANNER'S

\  MOTOR!

. ALL NIGHT, WE THREE HAVE BEEN
FORCED TO WAIT WHILE CYCLOPS,
AND THE BEAST WORKED

STORM
S IN THE LABORATORY,

IN MY MIND, T UNDER -
STAND THAT WE ARE NOT
THE "“"BRAINS” OF THE
X-MEN, THAT THERE IS
NOTHING WE CAN DO
TO HELP RIGHT NOW.

o

A 'Q‘; . S \\i‘gb
ey e
-y

BEAUTIFUL,
PETEY! ALL]I

EXTEND MY

CLAWS...

... JAM THE

WORRIED ABOUT

FEW HOURS.

1 KNOW WHAT YA MEAN, !SHE TRASHED U5
PAL. JEANNIE WAS-- |1S--
SPECIAL TA ME, TOO. I'M

ABOUT WHAT MAY \
HAPPEN IN THE NEXT _gd

ONCE, * SHE'LL
PROBABLY DO IT

HER,
GIVE UP.

AGAIN. BUT THAT |
DON'T MEAN WE

SHE 1S QUR FRIEND,

PETER. MORE THAN
QUR FRIEND.

COME WHAT MAY,,,

.WE MUST 3
FIGHT TO [
SAVE HER.

&

[

HAVETA DO IS

RETRACTABLE,
UNBREAKABLE
ADAMANTIUM

GEARS AN’...

«.BINGO! ANOTHER [}
BIG, BAD DANGER

ROOM CONTRAPTION
BITES THE DUST.

I THOUGHT
A WORK-OUT
WOULD MAKE
ME FEEL
BETTER. IT
HAS NOT.



ANNANDALE - ON -HUDSON, NEW YORK --
A SLEEPY LITTLE COLLEGE HAMLET SOME
50 MILES (AS THE PROVERBIAL CROW
FLIES) NORTHWEST OF THE X-MEN'S
MANSION /HEADQUARTERS

: HE RURA!S .P‘IS' ;
B Oark phoemx.

THIS HOUSE ON [ e st

AR Bl "o i e i gooniss

AL S : ) STANDS, UNMOVING., IN THE

e L L B FRONT YARD, WONDERING WHY
: 7 SHE CAME BACK HERE.

THE LOOK, THE SMELL, THE FEEL OF EVERYTHING A;g FAAfgLMR. UNCHANGED. AND YET, THESE MEMORIES AND

G
- NOT DARK
BHOENIX'S .

(SHE WAS ONCE ALL THAT 15 GREAT IN HUMANITY.
ONSHE HAS BECOME ALL THAT IS TERRIBLE.

WHO'S THERE?! ) |

WOULD YoU
BELIEVE,THE
WICKED WITCH
OF THE WEST?

S JEAN!!




THIS IS FANTASTIC! Oh,NO! PLEASE, NOJ MY WOW! AMOM IT'S THE SAME WITH

MY GOODNESS, GIRL, TELEPATHIC POWER IS SO WASN'T MOM AND SARAH, TOO!
WE HAVEN'T HEARD SENSITIVE, 1 CAN'T BLOCK 2 KIDDING, 1 CAN'T HELP READING
FROM YOU IN WEEKS' /| OUT DAD'S THOUGHTS. HE'S . THEIR MINDS !
WHY DIDN'T YOU AN OPEN BOOK TO ME!

WRITE OR CALL?T! NOTHING'S SECRET, NOTHING'S

SACRED, ANYMORE !

1 WAS... IN THE
NEIGHBORHCOOD.
I THOUGHT

I'D DROP IN.

ELAINE !
SARAH! COME Yy
DOWNSTAIRS ! [
LOOK WHO'S

HERE !

THAT COSTUME ... ! IT'S

TRUE, THEN, WHAT MOM
TOLD ME? YOU ARE SOME
KIND OF SUPER HERO.

P ™

YOU LOOK
THIN, JEAN.
ARE YOU

EATING
ENQUGH?

I NEVER SHOULD HAVE
COME HERE. 1 CAN"READ"
MOM'S LOVE FOR ME, HER
CONCERN. BUT BENEATH
THAT, ON A PRIMAL
LEVEL-- BURIED S0 DEEPLY

SHE PROBABLY ISN'T EVEN
AWARE THE FEELING
EXISTS-- snE'S SCARED

1=

IT'S AWFULLY LATE DAD'S WORRIEDUAND SARAH'S TERRIFIED. WELL, WHAT'S SO WRONG WITH
FOR AN IMPROMPTU | ABOUT ME, BUT SHE HAS TWO KIDS. SHE THATZ! I AM DARK PHOENIX.
VISIT, JEAN. IS HE'S AS EDGY KNOWS NOW THAT I'M A 1 AM POWER INCARNATE !
ANYTHING WRONG AS MOM. MUTANT. SHE'S WONDER- s,

-y ING IF THEY'RE MUTANTS 1 HOLD THE
E7 70, = 0 JOO-- IF THEY'LL FATE OF THE
?/ + TURN OUT LIKE ME. UNIVERSE IN

MY HANDS !

IS




. CAN'T HELP MYSELF! DON'T
g— WANT TO, ANYMORE! I'M
REACTING TO THEIR THOUGHTS,
NOT THEIR WORDS !

“'"l" YOU FEAR ME,
e

ALL OF YOU, AND
WITH GOOD REASON!

WHO ARE YOU 7!
WHAT ARE YOU 7!
IN HEAVEN'S

I WAS YOUR
DAUGHTER.

ANY PART OF ME! I DENY
YOU! I CAST YOU QUT!

SHE -- SHE
TURNED IT

DAD, NO! FWATCH YOUR TONE WITH 3

PLEASE! ME, OLD MAN, YOU DANCE |1

WITH DEATH -- AND WORSE Q-
THAN--EH?

x

: THAT FOG! §
/ 3 WHERE DID
; IT COME
FROMT!

IT'S NOT NATURAL -~
THE LOCALE AND ‘
SEASON ARE ALL }
WRONG FOR THIS \
KIND OF PEA-SOUPER .
STORM IS A
WEATHER - WITCH -~

& --THIS IS PROBABLY
HER DOING. STRANGE,
THOUGH, I CAN'T SPOT
¥ HER, OR ANY OF THE
CTHER X-MEN,
TELEPATHICALLY.




IF YOU MUST FEEL SORRY Y_FOR YOU AND YOUR FELLOW
FOR ANYONE, MISFIT, FEEL , X-MEN WILL BE THE ONES
SORRY FOR YOURSELF. TO SUFFER TONIGHT !

NIGHTCRAWLER TELEPORTED ON TOP OF ME!

NO CHANCE TO STOP HIM ! SOME ENERGY FIELD--
SOME DEVICE -- HID HIAM FROM MY =
TELEPATHIC SCAN !

RELAX YOUR BODY,
NIGHTCRAWLER !

I'LL CATCH YOuU ! A i ]
: ; ' . MY MIND
f Y, IS ON FIRE?

T..,

DO NOT FIGHT
US, PHOENIX !
THE HARDER
YOU STRUGGLE,
THE MORE YOU
WiLL BE IN PAIN!

b i
I HOPE THAT
MIND-SCRAMBLER
OF YOURS WORKS,
OTHERWISE ...

- g
SURRENDER, COLOSSUS, * s A ), NEVER [, THIS ACCURSED DIADEM MAY
7O THE LIKES OF YOU 7! (" i LIMIT AAY POWERS -~ IT MAY EVEN
; 3 , CRIPPLE ME -- BUT I'M STILL

2 FAR FROM HELPLESS !

i




&

SHE WON'T YIELD! YOU ARE CLOSER TO ME THAN MY I DON'T
NO MORE THAN ANY OWN SISTER,STORM, YET 1 PP WANT THIS,
OF US WOULD, WERE JEE® & WON'T HESITATE TO STRIKE P74 JEAN! NONE
OUR POSITIONS / 3 . YOU DOWN . e A OF US DO!
REVERSED. EVIL = g
THOUGH DARK

PHOENIX IS...

IN THE NAME
OF THE LOVE
WE SHARE--

~.SHE IS STILL

JEAN GREY, _.

WITH ALL OF ‘ s

JEAN'S STRENGTH 4 ? \ P : # --LET US
7Y % , HELP YOU'!

AND COURAGE.

IN THE NAME OF THE LOVE Ton TEMPER,

WE SHARED, ORORO -- : \ TEMPER,
» CARROT-

TOP!

A WE'RE
RUNNING QUT
OF TIME ! MY
SCRAMBLER -
DIADEM'S
GLOWING - -
JEAN'S FIGHTING
|TS EFFECTS,
DRAWING ON
AMORE AND MORE
RAW POWER.

7 SHE'S
BURNING
IT QUT!

&

TRl P

UNNNGRH &

LR




HOLD HER OFF - WOLVERINE --
BALANCE FOR A WHAT'RE YOU
MOMENT LONGER, DOING 7!? __/
BUB, AN’ I'LL : <
SETTLE THIS ; A
FRACAS...
——

..THE ONLY
WAY 1T
CAN BE

SETTLED.

EV'RYONE
ELSE 1S
HOLDIN'

THEY KEEP THINKIN® OF DARIK
PHOENIX AS JEANNIE. THEY'RE
TRYIN’ TA CAPTURE HER WITHOUT
HURTIN' HER ANY MORE THAN THEY -
HAVE TO. BUT THAT WON'T WORK. EVEN WITH
THE BEAST'S FRAMMISTAT CHOPPIN' HER POWER...

... SHE'S STILL TOO
STRONG FER US--AN'
GETTIN' STRONGER

ALL THE TIME. 1 GOT
NO CHOICE. I GOTTA
END THIS -- NOW!
PERMANENTLY !

D-DO [T,
WOLVERINE !

-

WHAT A PITY, HANK. T'VE
OVERLOADED YOUR
PRECIOUS SCRAMBLER.

3 % % ”

STRIKE! WHILE )
THE HUMAN
PART OF ME
IS STILL IN
CONTROL .

FINISH ME
WITH YOUR
cLAaws, I BEG
You...I DON'T

FOR AN INSTANT JEAN |
%&I WAS BACK..I COULON'T..

= WROULWAPGH! £

--H
YO

THIS
WAS AN
ADMIRABLE

PLOY,




...BUT A PLOY 7, WITH A THOUGHT, SHE FREEZES THE FIVE OF THEM WHERE
THAT FAILED. THEY STAND, INSTANTLY TRANSFORMING THEM INTO
LIVING STATUES.

JEAN, IF THERE .
1S ANYTHING b . ) AINEARRGH !
HUMAN
REMAINING
WITHIN YOU

THOUGHTS,
WLITTLE
BROTHER, "
BEFORE
FINAL
SENTENCE
IS PASSED?

" HEAR ME !
WHAT YOU WE
HAT Y WERE, .
WHAT YOU MEANT _ i w%r%‘aé%we
70 US AND WE, : WHEN YOU'D
TOYOU. I.. TURN UP.




HAVE YOU , I HOPE SO.
COME TO

FIGHT 7

I CAME TOTALK

THEN.,Y 1 CAN'T STOP YOU. 1 WON'T
EVEN TRY. BE TRUE 70 YOUR
MALEFIC DESTINY, PHOENIX--
KILL ME ...

KILL
ME.

BUT IF YOU CAN'T, THEN ASK

YOURSELF WHY. YOU'RE DARK

PHOENIX-- POWER INCARNATE,

NO FORCE IN EXISTENCE CAN

STAND AGAINST YOU, THE X-MEN

HAVE DEFIED YOU, FOUGHT YOU --
YET WE LIVE.

gl

Oh 7 FOR LOVE OF THE X-MEN,
YOU SACRIFICED YOUR LIFE. FOR
LOVE OF ME, YOU RESURRECTED
YOURSELF. FOR LOVE OF THE
WHOLE UNIVERSE, YOU ALMOST
DIED A SECOND TIME TO SAVE IT.

KNOW
NOTHING
OF LOVE ?!

THAT'S ONE ANSWER. BUT THERE'S
ANOTHER. TRUE, YOU'RE DARK
PHOENIX, BUT YOU'RE ALSO STILL
JEAN GREY. NO MATTER HOW HARD
YOU TRY, YOU CAN'T EXORCISE THAT
PART OF YOURSELF. IT'S TOO i
: FUNDAMENTAL

“YOU CAN'T KILL US
BECAUSE YOQU LOVE US.
AND WE LOVE YOU.

DARK
PHOENIX
KNOWS
NOTHING
OF LOVE'S

YOUR EXISTENCE,
YOUR VERY CREATION,
SPRINGS FROM LOVE,
FROM THE NOBLEST

EMOTIONS A HUMAN
w ATTAIN.,

AND NOW, YOU ™
WANT TO DENY

THAT 7 TO DENY
YOURSELF 7

HUNGER, SCOTT --FOR A JOY, A
ADTURE BEYOND ALL COMPREHENSION.
THAT NEED 1S A PART OF
ME,




IT DOESN'T

HAVE TQ.
TRUST ME.
LET ME

—
R |WHILE You DISTRACTED| | YOU HEARD
?Eféfq“.‘v‘% HER, I WAS ABLE TO OUR “MENTOR"
—” APPROACH AND MIND-| | MY LOVE,
\ BLAST PHONIX. I-1 AWAY WITH
HAD NO ALTERNATIVE. you !

S
NOW STAND

ASIDE--AT |

ONCE I DO | y

NOT WISH s

you To BE MEDDLING
HURT. OLD FOOL--

--YOU
HAVE JUST

SIGNED
YOUR DEATH
WARRANT!

PERHAPS, PHOENIX. % i 4 WHY, PROFESSOR, YOU
BUT 1 AM IN PART Y\ W sounD ALMOST GUILTY--
RESPONSISLE FOR | B S WELL YOU SHOULD! YOU
WHAT HAS HAPPENED ¢ UNLEASHED MY LATENT
HERE . THOUGH IT TELEPATHIC ABILITY. YOU
MAY COST ME y’ ' & SET IN MOTION THE
MY LIFE-- iy CHAIN OF EVENTS THAT
e ' ; ; o CREATED FIRST
/ PHOENIX -~ _gff

— AND THEN, ¥
DARK
PHOENIX !

BEHOLD
YOUR

CREATION,

CHARLES




I AM WHAT WAS, WHAT i I--

IS, WHAT WiILL BE --
THE BLACK ANGEL,

CHAOS-BRINGER + Paw E—Ii !

POWER WITH-
OUT RESTRAINT--
KNOWLEDGE
WITHOUT WISDOM--
AGE WITHOUT
MATURITY--PASSION
WITHOUT LOVE.

THE PHOENIX RISES, THE
PSi~ WAR BEGINS  THE
INSANE YOUNG TELEPATH. ..

... VERSUS
HER

TEACHER,,

. IN A DEATH-DUEFL
BETWEEN THE

5 STRONGEST MUTANT

MINDS ON EARTH.

B0t vty i

HE
STRUGBGLE
1S EPIC--

-~-WAGED SIMULTANEOUSLY
ON ALL THE INFINITE

ﬂﬁ\-,

PLANES OF EXISTENCE,

/




NOT LONG AGO, YET FOR JEAN, A LIFETIME AGO, PHOEN/X BOUND A ROGUE NEUTRON GALAXY WITHIN A
STASIS- FIELD OF LIVING ANTI-ENERGY, THEREBY PREVENTING THAT ULTIMATE BLACK HOLE FROM DESTROYING

THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE. _

I ;. 1. WITHIN AN §
| THE SAME WAY, UNBREACHABLE [l
W CHARLES XAVIER NETWORK, OF
SEEKS TO BIND PSIONIC i
= CIRCUIT
. BREAKERS.

= g JHE NEXT, JEAN GREY COLLAPSES TO
)] THE GROUND LIKE A PUPPET WITH
ITS STRINGS CUT.

THE END COMES SUDDENLY. ONE
MOMENT, THE PHOENIX- EFFECT IS
LIGHTING UP THE COUNTRYSIDE /o
LIKE A SMALL SUN. ( o\ ———
o e | : P8 WOULD... HAVE LOST--BUT 1.

g ey 2 SENSED JEAN... FIGHTING HER

; PHOENIX-SELF... HELPING ME...

FOR BETTER, WORSE,

RICHER, POORER, SICK- 1'D SAY THOSE THOUGHTS

NESS, HEALTH-- TILL .)- 1 JUST PICKED UP SOUNDED
LIKE A PROPOSAL. i

THEY DID, B
% DIDN'T
A, THEY?

JEANZ ' SHE'S SO STILL. I'M NOT
BVEN SURE SHE'S ALIVE. 1
WANT HER TG LIVE - -

-- BUT WHAT IF SHE
HASN'T CHANGED?
WHAT |F SHE'S STILL
DARK PHOENIX 7!

DEATH DO US PART.
R

00

I'LL LOVE
HER JUST
THE SAME.




STAY HERE ! JEAN, | THANKS,
BACK, TAKE MY ROBE, DAD.
SARAH. DAUGHTER ,
LET YOUR | BEFORE YOU
FATHER CATCH COLD.
HANDLE

THIS.

Oh, DEAR.
I DON'T
BELIEVE IT.

DAD 1S..,
BLUSHING !

NEW MEXICO. THE PROFESSOR HAD ME
FLY HIM UP HERE.
1 GET THE

FEELING WE ARRIVED HERE
IN THE PROVERBIAL NICK
OF TIME.

EL !
WHERE DID
YOU COME
FROMT

1 CAN STILL “HEAR" YOU [ ¢
THROUGH OUR PSIONIC

& T'LL EVER BE.

I'tL BE HAPPY TO \
EXPLAIN, Dr.GREY.
BUT FIRST, COULD I
TROUBLE YOU FOR
SOME TEA 7

DEVIL HAS
BEEN GOING }
\ ON HERE?Z!/ .

IT'S BEEN A MOST
STRENUOUS NIGHT.

BEFore ANYONE CAN MOVE, HOWEVER,, if

m JOHN!!

WHERE'D
THEY GO7!

JOHN, WHAT
DOES THIS

THEY -- THEY
DISAPPEARED !

TR 4 i RO

I DON'T KNOW. THE X-MEN SEEMED AS
SURPRISED A5 WE WERE. IF SOME ENEMY
SOME ... SUPER-VILLAIN, HAS
S KIDNAPPED THEM ..

.. WE MAY
NEVER SEE
THEM-- OR.,..
JEAN--AGAIN!



JIM SALICRUP
EDITOR
BOB BUDIANSKY
ASSISTANT EDITOR

P

With this issue, Chris Claremont celebrates his fifth an-
hiversary of placing the X-Men in all sorts of life-threaten-
ing, heart-throbbing situations. Congratulations, Chris,
and how about showing some mercy and giving our marry
mutants a break, huh? No? Well, if Chris wants to make
the next five years even more exciting than the last (admit-
fedly a neazrimposeible but certainly worthwhile goal)
we'te not about to argue. ~—Jim and Bob

Dear Chris,
I'm fascinated — Jason Wyngarde's subtle invasion

. into Jean's psyche, the secret scheme of the Hellfire Club,

and the introduction of Kitty Pryde and the Disco Dazzler all
have me scouting the comic book racks at the Rexall.

Are you really giving the Dazzler her own series? If so,
make sure that you develop her character more fully, and

* make her powers more than a blinding light show. Use solid

light as a power; have her possess other types of light or
fays: ultra-violet, laser, etc. Have room for humor: no one can
figure how her elactricity bili is so low; she develops her own
pictures with red light, etc. Ehe has a lot of potential — she's
fiding the disco fad, she's tough, and she's got a highly

' Vvisual power.

I'm even more thrilled about Kitty Pryde, however. She's
young,- unsure of how to handle her power, and most
amazing of all: she's not pretty! | like that skinny, flat-
chested kid. | like her suburban corniness and her resource-
fulness against the White Queen. One request: please don't
call her “Cute Kitty Pryde"” again — her lack of beauty is
good; don't ruin it by giving her the cutes. Her power doesn't
seem too dramatic — both the Red Ghost and the Vision
have it, and she's only used it defensively. Expand her abili-
ties and find her a place in the X-Men. Make her an X-Man in
fraining; that allows her to learn the ropes and keep the
Professar’s purpose of helping young mutants.

Kitty's youth and the relative normalcy of het home life
will add a refreshing contrast to the other X-Men. Dealing
with het parents’ divorce has real potential and is also new
ground in the Marvel Universe. Her friendship with Ororo is

~ touching, and should be developed more fully. A crush on

Pster, and his awkwardness In handling it would be fun.
More Importantly, Kitty Pryde is growing up from a sheltered
child to-a young woman who has to face the existence of evil
In the world. Hers is the powerful portralt of a scared child
who is forced to be a heroine
Make It happen, Chris. Julle St. Germaine
6515 Pardall Rd. #8
Isla Vista, CA 93017
Stick around tor a couple of more Issues, Julle, and
ou'll see it happen — because, as of X-MEN #138, Kitty
rydé makes her long-awaited, eagerly-anticipated re-
appearance. What happens after that is anyone's guess.
Roglrdlng Dazzler — I'll forward your suggestions to Tom
DeFalco, who's handling the writing chores on that book.
From where we sit, it looks like the Dazzier’s off to a — dare |
say It — “‘dazzling start; it will be interesting to see where
she goes from there.

Amis;

Yin and yang, the duality of human nature. The Taoists
know of it. It is a basic tenet of Vulcan philosophy. Even
Christianity acknowledges this in its own irrational manner.

And so, Chris Claremont is showing us the conflict
between the light and the dark within the psyche of Jean
Grey. This conflict is but an example of what each of us
must deal with in order to acquire any sort of psychological
and philosophical maturity. The conflict personified by Jean
Grey is a sad comment on the nature of this human world of
ours because, though we know that Jean will triumph over
the darkness, billions of us will not.

Gary L. Day

526 North 19th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19130

An interesting — albeit depressing — point-of-view,

~ Gary. And a sentiment we appreciate — | think. But whoever

sald Jean would triumph?

Gentlemen, \

For quite a while now, the X-MEN has been making a
policy of Bigger and Bettér Things. It isn't just Byrne's art
(too good to be true) ot Claremont's smooth scripting — not
entirely. The range of characters and settings (How long
since they've adventured in New York? Heck, they don't just
go to Japan or the Hebrides, they go to Calgary!), the pace,
the humanity in the characters. — all create an atmosphere.
Every issue proves that, mutant or not, these are real people.
| even liked Arcade. Sure, he's fun. He is also a madman
illustrating the childish insanity of violence — whether it is
Iranian embassies or the jungles of Vietnam, or among even
heroes like the X-Maen... The “fun,” the attractiveness, is
part of that evll. ¥

But | am writing for another reason. | like Jason Wyn:
garde. This Is archetypal stuff, straight from the gothics —
Zastrozzi in an SF setting. Another side of evil; not mindless,
as with Arcade, or socio-political as with, say, Magneto or
Dr. Doom, but personal...very personal. The sense of danger-
ous sexuality, Phoenix's inability to understand what is
happening to her and her consequent fear, even her refusal
to discuss the matter with the other X-Men, makes this plot
very intriguing indeed.

Another thing about the X-Men: this seems to be the
only Marvel comic that 'is free of sexual stereotype or bias.
The women do not act like men. They are not aggressively,
defensively feminist. They are not sex objects, or cowards,
or perpetual hostages. Instead,you have made them Iindivid-
uals, and | heartily approve. Elizabeth Holden

211 Sunnyside Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario K18 OR4 Canada

We do our best, Elizabeth; and, succeed or fall, at least
we all know we tried. One of the slements about the X-MEN
that most Impresses me ls that it's a book that always
seems to bring out the very best in the people who work on
it. And our readers — llke you, and the hundreds of others
whose letters regrettably won't see print because of our lack
of space — reciprocate in kind, matching our enthusiasm for
the book with their own. They don’t always agree with what |
or Dave have done — or with what John and | are doing now
— and they don’t always llke it, but they care.. And that
caring makes all the difference in the world. y

NEXT ISSUE: The end of an epic, something that
we've been bullding towards for aithost four yeare, a story
so dramatic that It takes a double-sized, 34-pags lesus to
tell It. What's it about? The title says it all. Be here In 30,

true believers, to leamn: ’
"THE FATE OF THE PHOENIX!" ;
= =ghris claremont

¥

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT!

An Unabashed Plug, actually, to alart Marvelites
everywhere that Smilin’ Stan Lee himseli will be making
one of his rare (these days) convention rances at.
this year's PHRINGECON. For the uninitiated, PhringeCon
will be held at the Adams Hotel in bsautiful downtown
Phoenix, July 11-18, 1980. Besides Stan, there will be other
Bullpenners, Including tha X-Men’s star writer Chris
Claremont, some of the biggest names in Science Fiction,
and a host of nifty exhibits and activities. Write to Greg
Shirey, PhringeCon, Inc., P.O. Box 1072, Phosnix, Arizona
85001 for details about admissions prices and scéommo-
dations. Checicit out! — Jim Shooter
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“SHE’S DEAD, JIM!”’

BY EX-X-MEN EDITOR

JIM SALICRUP

This ain't no What If story. When issue #137 of THE X- MEN was conceived, Jean Grey,
the virtually all-powerful super mutant called Dark Phoenix, survived at the end of the
story, albeit in an altered state. However, all-powerful Editor in Chief, Jim Shooter had a
problem with that particular ending. After all, he wondered, hadn't nasty ol Dark Phoenix
destroyed a star which set off a chain reaction which resulted in wiping out an entire planet
of cute, little fuzzy creatures? Had |, as then-editor of THE X- MEN, become so evil, so
heartless that | would condone such senseless cosmic violence by letting Ms. Grey off
with what amounted to a slap on the wrist? Had | turned into Dark Salicrup, destroyer of
fuzzy creature-filled worlds? No. Not really. My excuse? Two simple words. As Steve
Martin would say in an embarassing situation like this, "I forgot.”

Fortunately Big Jim hadn't forgot. He's not Editor in Chief around here for nothing, ya
know! Working with Chris Claremont and John Byrne, along with Louise Jones, who
was scheduled to take over the editing chores with issue #138, Jim helped come up with
the dramatic and powerful tale which finally finished off Dark Phoenix. They did a
sensational job! What we're presenting here in this special edition is that same story but
with its original ending. It's something we've never done before. It's kinda like how
Hollywood is restoring lost footage to many screen classics. But as far as official Marvel
continuity is concerned, the events shown in this version never happened! Not even in an
alternate reality. Phoenix is still dead.

So long live Phoenix! Despite all our efforts, Phoenix has developed a huge cult
following which refuses to le{ her rest in peace. Showing her die wasn't enough. Showing
her buried wasn't enough. In an issue of THE FANTASTIC FOUR | edited, John Byrne
even placed the Great Refuge, the legendary home of the Inhumans, on top of her lunar
grave site and that still wasn’t enough! In a recent long-running storyline in THE X-MEN,
Chris had many fans believing that Jean Grey had, in fact, returned. Despite the outcome
of that story, many still believe Dark Phoenix will live again. Didn't Jean Grey become
Phoenix by sacrificing her life to save the X-Men in the first place? Isn't returning from the
dead the very reason she's called Phoenix? If nothing else, Phoenix still lives in the hearts
and minds of all those who loved her. Just ask Jim Shooter. The poor guy can't even go to
a comic book convention without being besieged by her countless fans' requests to bring
her back alive.

What will be the final outcome of all this controversy? How do | know? Check out the
round table interview elsewhere in this issue to see for yourself how confused we are
around here at mixed-up Marvel. If you think, after reading the Dark Phoenix Tapes, that
we have any idea what we're doing, let alone what we'll be doing in the months to come,
then tell us! We'd like to know!
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THE UNCANNY X-MEN!
A\ | = / -
AM== THE s > RS g W e - .

WATCHER’

SINCE TIME

THE MYRIAD WONDERS
OF THE UNIVERSE. OUR
CHARGE -- OU

.

WATCHED HER TAKE

HER DESTINED PLACE

AS ONE OF THE

X-MEN. I SAW
HER DIE,

ND I SAW Hi
REBORN AS PHOENIX ! THEIR BATTLE
THOUGH SHE DID NOT IS NOT YET
KNOW |T THEN, JEAN
HAD BECO WE WITH
A PRIMAL FORCE SECOND
ONLY TO THAT OF THE
CREATOR. |IT WAS MORE
POWER THAN SHE -- OR
ANY HUMAN -- COULD EVER
HOPE TO CONTROL. IN TIME,
IT TWISTED AND WARPED
HER SOUL -- UNTIL PHOENIX
WAS TRANSFIGURED
INTO DARK PHOENIX !

THE X-MEN FOUGHT TO SAVE THEIR FRIEND,
TO RETURN JEAN GREY TO HER HUMANITY,
AND AFTER AN EPIC STRUGGLE, THEY SUCCEEDED
BUT THEN, AT THE VERY MOMENT OF
TRIUMF‘H, THEX MEN VAN/SHED FROM
E FACE OF THE EA




CUTE, BEAST, e WE'RE SURROUNDED adligy m?v?ED; Eis %%RNOT
REAL CUTE. BUT Som, BY ARMED AND W UNDERSTAND, WE
WHO ARE THESE... IR ARMORED WARRIORS, S WERE IN THE
| PERERN PEOPLE 7! WHAT M ANGEL, SO I DOUBT IT GARDEN OF JEAN'S
WHAT . nt, DO THEY WANT IS ANYTHING GOOD. \ PARENT'S
HAPF‘ENED?I : : WITH USZL Sy ) i - HOUSE...

-1 DON'T
THINK WE'RE
IN KANSAS

AND, NOW, WE
ARE ON THE CARGO
DECK OF A SHI'AR
IMPERIAL DREADNOUGHT.
I RECOGNIZE IT. THIS
IS THE FLAGSHIP _J AND IF IT IS
OF LILANDRA'S HERE, THEN
GRAND FLEET ! LILANDRA--
THE WOMAN
I LOVE--
CANNOT B
FAR-I"'I

HEED THE
WORDS OF
GLADIATOR,
PRAETOR OF
THE IMPERIAL
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LILANDRA--
MAJESTRIX SHI'AR,
EMPRESS !

T e s s s we e

« JOHN . TERRY  Tom ORZECHOWSKI, fetterer , J'M SALICRUP € JIM
CLAREMONT ~ BYRNE | AUSTIN | ¢ . nis WEIN. colorist | LOUISE JONES | SHOOTER

WRITER-CO-PIOTTERS - PENCILER  INKER EDITORS EDITOR in CHIEF
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LllANDRA”‘ ¥ THE X-MEN WERE YOUR TRUE, CYCLOPS. THE X-MEN ARE MY FRIENDS.
\T'S FRIENDS ! WHY HAVE YOU 1 OWE YOU MY LIFE, MY FREEDOM, MV THRONE--
KIDNAPPED US 7! 4 MORE THAN 1 CAN EVER REPAY. AS
. EMPRESS, éV\V FIRST RESPONSYBVLITY

TO MY PEOPLE

TO ENSURE THEIR SAFETY-- P o
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF PHOENIX MUST BE
THE ENTIRE UNIVERSE -- /i | J DESTROYED!

PHOENIX 2! 1 RECALL, LILANDRA,
ME?! PHOENIX STOPPED YOUR WACKO
BROTHER FROM SINGLE-
HANDEDLY DESTROYING
THE UNIVERSE. ¥

IS THIS HOW YOU
REPAY HER ?!

WE BELIEVED--
BELIEVED --
THAT JEAN COULD
COPE WITH HER
NEAR - INFINITE
ABILITIES. L
WAS WRONG.

*X-MEN 4!08 -~J/M

WHEN PHOENIX RETURNED TO
SHI’AR SPACE, SHE WAS NO LONGER
BENEFICENT. SHE HAD B|

FORMED INTO THE BLACK ANGEL OF
LEGEND -- CHAQS -8RINGER --

“A SHI’AR WARSHIP INTERCEPTED
PHOENIX, AND FOUGHT HER.

“RAVENOUS
AFTER HER LONG

BILLION
INHABITANTS.

"SHE DESTROYED IT,
AS WELL, BE
RETURNING TO EARYH w3

RAVAGER OF WORLD



AND IF WHAT
PSYCHIC RAPPORT

1 FELT IT ALL HAPPEN, THROUGH THE
1 SHARE WITH JEAN.,. BUT

IT.
T

Oh, LITTLE ONE, DEAR .

SISTER-- 1 HAVE N GLADIATOR SAYS

WORDS TO COMFORT YOU, = IS TRUE-- PART 1 DIDN'T UNDERSTAND-- 1 DIDN'T BELIEVE

TO EASE YOUR TORMENT,,. , OF ME DOES AS DARK PHOENIX, SHE KILLED 'WITHOU
NOT WISH TO. MERCY OR REMORSE

"V HER POWER IS UNDER CONTROL !
SHE IS AS SHE WAS BEFORE SHE

SURRENDER HER-- OR
SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES. }

NO! LILANDRA-;E?(U'RE
EVER EVEN BECAME PHOENIX -~
SHE'S NO THREAT TO YOU, YOUR
EMPIRE OR THE UNIVERSE ! _
SHE'S
SUFFERED
H !

EN £
LET HER
BE!

“"SUFFERED, "
EARTHLING 2! TELL

L
CHAMBERLAIN! 3
PHOENIX EXISTS -- IN
NY

Y WHAT WAS UNDONE
Y BE UNDONE

ONCE, MAY
AGAIN. SO LONG AS

1 AM SORRY,
CYCLOPS. 1\,
KNOW
ARE SINCERE
--BUT THE
RISK IS TOO
GREA

{ WARRIORS -
TAKE HER !

CHALLENGE

YOU TO A

DUEL OF
HONOR !



MAJESTRIX, THE
T

MAGNIFICENT, CHARLES. YOU LEARNED MUCH
ABOUT THE SHI’AR DURING YOUR TOO-BRIEF
LD. THE “ARIN'NN

ON MY HOMEWORLD.
HAELAR" IS THE ONE CHALLENGE THAT
> "ANNOT BE REFUSED. WAS
- | | SAID OF ANY “DUEL
CHARLES, MY OF HONOR. "
BELOVED, HAD THE
FATES WEAVED A

DYING DREAMS

EXCUSE ME,
CHARLES. IT

MY... ALLIES.

K HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN LILANDRA'S FLAGSHIP AND
FEUDING GALACTIC STATES AS ANCIENT AND MIGHTY

AND 50, AFTER A COMMUNICATIONS INSTA-LIN,
THE THRONEWORLDS OF THE KREE AND SKRULL EMPIRE.
AS THE SHI'AR
THE X-MEN WILL FIGHT, REGARDLESS.
THESE TERRAN “SUPER - HEROES " ARE A
STUBBORN BREED-- BUT HONORABLE,
TOO. THEIR WORD CAN BE TRUSTED.

THE SUPREME
éNTEL LIGENCE
E

TO THIS DUEL .

1 AM HERE FOR ONE

REASON: TO END

FOREVER THE THREAT

OF PHOENIX . HINDER

ME IN ANY WAY,
ALIEN --

THEN STAY
PETTY BICKERING BETWEEN YOUR
TWO RACES DOES NOT CONCERN ME,




YOUR GAMBIT WAS v I PRAY YOU WILL NOT LIVE TO
SUCCESSFUL, CHARLES REGRET WHAT YOU'VE DONE

1 ACCEPT YO! THIS DAY.
CHALLENGE . :

WE'VE FACED TOUGHER ODDS, LADY--,
AND i

WE SHALL SEE. NEITHER YOU NOR THE
AN BEAST ARE X-M
LONGER. THIS IS NOT YOUR
FIGHT. YOU ARE FREE TO

P GO, IF YOU WISH .

WELL, GEE, NOW
THAT YOU MENTION
IT, LIL, 1 DID LEAVE
SOME COOKIES
BAKING IN THE
OVEN.

YOUR COURAGE Y

AND LOYALTY

DO YOU CREDIT
X-MEN.

YOU WILL HAVE A DAY
TO

ONLY HOURS AGO -~ IS THAT ALL? -- AS
DARK PHOENIX, I HELD THE WHOLE
UNIVERSE IN THE PALM OF MY HAND.

I WAS TERRIBLE-- YET
BEAUTIFUL. AN ANGEL. 1 DIDN'T
WANT THAT AWESOME POWER.
I DIDN'T MEAN TO DO
HAT I DID.

NOW, THE ' GOD... MERCIFUL

IS THIS THE )T IS. IT LOOKS FINE. LEAVE IT
GARMENT YOU
REQUESTED 2

THERE, PLEASE. I'LL LET YOU
KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY
PROBLEMS.

1'D LIKE TO
BEALONE.]

/‘-(}7 A




NIGHTCRAWLER. 1 AND THE OTHER NEW
X-MEN HAVE FOUGHT THE

FOR US TO DEFEAT
THEM.

T THE!
AGAIN, MIRACLES
SEEM TO BE THE
X-MEN'S STOCK IN

FOR ALL ANGEL'S IMPERIAL GUARD BEFORE. <
BRAVADO, I'VE A HE HAS NOT. THEY'RE ALIEN BE. & il
NASTY FEELING SUPER-BEINGS, WITH GO LAYOUT --
THIS MAY BE THE ABILITIES AS VARIED AND Q) THEN TRY TO RECREATE IT IN TH|
BATTLE WHERE POWERFUL AS OUR OWN. DANGER ROOM BACK HOMI
OUR LUCK THE LAST TIME WE MET, IT
RUNS OUT. TOOK A MINOR M/RACLE BUT'THEN

WHATEVER HAPPENS, THOUGH, AT

RUN. DOWN THE

v
I COULD TELEPORT TO THE  EAT YOUR HEART OUT,
FLOOR-- BUT I THINK I'LL SPIDER -MAN! ANYTHING
WALL YO CLIMB, I CAN
INSTEAD. IT'S MORE FUN

U CAN
CLIMB BETTER....

MY
TOES AND
FINGERS
CAN'T GET

AGRIP!

THANKS ! |T
REALLY WASN'T
NECESSARY.
I COULD HAVE
JUST AS EASILY

‘PORTED
TO SAFETY.

\ THE HIGH -

\\‘=f' FLYING ANGEL,

e ON THE
7\ OTHER HAND..,

.. IS A WEE BIT
OUT OF SHAPE.

DO 1? PERHAPS
IT'S BECAUSE
I'VE DISCOVERED,
ALMOST TOO LATE,

THAT BEING THE

ANGEL IS A PART

OF MY LIFE I DONT
WANT TO LOSE.




‘counskg, THIS ‘IU\/:E i
— TOMORROW, I Y
NICE Dies: AN ‘ QU NOT HAVE'TA WORRY )
ABOUT LIVIN
NYWHERE.

FOR THE
FIRST TIME
IN_MY LIFE,
THE THOUGHT

YIN..

EO7HERS )

1 AIN'T YAIN'T MUCH FOR A MAN WITH IT'S THAT, ALL OF A SUDD MARIKO ~ 1 WONDER
SCARED. . UNBREAKABLE ADAMANTIUM I GOT LOOSE ENDS IN
BONES AN’ RAZOR - SHA EE HER
ADAMANTIUM CLAWS TO BE AGAIN?
SCARED OF. ¥ ¢

[ 4
UNFINISHED 4 o

BUSINESS
ONE WAY OR
THE OTH|
KNOW SOON ENOUGH

WARREN, MY OLD FRIEND, AND YOU BLEW IT FOR ME.
A DUNCE! (ILAN- NOBLE, AMIGO, BUT DLUMB ./
DRA OFFERED US AN OUT, IN THE OLD DAYS, YOU WERE
A CHANCE TO RETURN LOTS BETTER AT PICKING
TO EARTH... UP MY VERBAL CUES.

SO IT GOES .
THE HAND'S

DEALT.
MW‘!“_I"% W
= ,r°

ALL WE CAN
DO IS PLAY

IT OUT AS
N -- FOR HELP. . BEST WE CAN




Oh, MY BROTHER, IF YOU COULD TODAY, I, TOO, MAY DIE.

SEE ME NOW. YOU WERE THE 1 HOPE, MIKHAIL, THAT I

COSMONAUT, MIKHAIL. I WAS MEET MY END WITH HALF

THE FARM BOY. YOU WERE TO THE COURAGE THAT YOU
BLAZE NEW TRAILS INTO THE VAST, T YOURS.

IS IT DAWN UNTAMED WILDERNESS OF SPACE . O

ALREADY? HAVE

I SLEPT THE BUT YOU NEVER

WHOLE NIGHT MADE IT. YOU...
THROUGH 7 Di

W BECOMES
ONE OF NIGH- INVINCIBLE
ORGANIC STEEL! |

B> DAWN, ON EARTH, THAT
IS MARKED BY THE ETERNAL )

P BEAUTY OF A SUNRISE. % /

ey
/ Qe

0000
2
XY HERE, BY THE CHIME OF AN
ALARM. 1 PREFER THE SUNRISE .

Oh. FOR THOSE YET, I CHOSE TO JOIN THE X-MEN, TO LEAVE M

HAPPY DAYS WHEN % AFRICAN HOME OF MY OWN FREE WILL. THE X'YMEN

I WAS SIMPLY HAVE BECOME MY FAMILY, AND JEAN GREY THE
BELOVED S/STER I NEVER HAD.

ORORO,
WIND-RIDER.

OUT OF THAT LOVE,
1-- AND MY ELEMENTAL
POWERS -- WILL DEFEND
HER TO THE DEATH f




THE EARTH-- FROM

UP HERE, IT'S SO...
BEAUTIFUL .

SAD TO THINK
THAT I MAY NEVER
SEE IT AGAIN.

1 KEEP
REMEMBERING
ORORO

BACK THEN, ALL

1 DREAMED

ABOUT WAS

FREEDOM. THE |

ORPHANAGE WAS
A PR

OLD ENQUGH TO
&, GET OUT.

IN A WAY, NOTHING'S REALLY
CHANGED. 1 SIMPLY EXCHANG|
THE STRUCTURE OF A STATE
ORPHANAGE FOR THAT OF
XAVIER'S SCHOOL -- EXCEPT
THAT, IN THE X-MEN, I

WAS IN CHARGE.

ED

OLDER... AND GROWING UP.
1'VE DONE THE FIRST--

ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, MY
DARLING, I THINK YOU
TURNED OUT REAL FINE.

WHAT 7! JEAN!
YOU READ MY MIND/!

I NO LONGER
HAVE THE POWER
OFSPHOENIX:

YOU'RE
DRESSED AS
MARVEL ow

HERE, YOU FOUND FRIENDS.

I'M NOT SURE -- NOSTALGIA 7 PRIDE? I
STARTED AS MARVEL GIRL, AND THAT'S
H

I'LL FINISH.

SCOTT, THERE'S ANOTHER
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THAT
ORPHANAGE - - I HATE WHAT
THAT PLACE DID TO YOU--AND
THE X-MEN. AN IMPORTANT
DIFFERENCE.




BEEN NfARLLZqEIGHT YEARS SINCE

ST LUNAR MISSION .

THE M
CENTURY, IF EVEN THEN. T
A SHAME, AND A TERRIBLE WASTE.

Ir TOO AMERICA'S ASTRONAUTS THREE DAYS
TO MAKE THE JOURNEY FROM EARTH TO MOON.
LILANDRA'S FLAGSHIP DOES IT IN MINUTES.

AND, ON THAT SPACECRAFT'S TRANSPORTER DECK...

101k YO THINK AT, DR

K Ti « UNDER
OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, WE
MIGHT HAVE BEEN FRIENDS.
THERE'S SO MUCH WE COULD
LEARN FROM YOU-- YOUR
PEOPLE -- FIGHTING LIKE THIS
SEEMS SO STUPID...

”1 HAVE RARELY FACED
SO HONORABLE A FOE.

THE X-MEN AND THE IMPERIAL GUARD
WILL.FIGHT UNTIL ONE TEAM OR THE

OTl S DEFEATED. |F THE X-MEN

N, THOSE WHO SURVIVE WILL BE

SET FREE. IF MY IMPERIALS WIN .., <

.. PHOENIX - - JEAN
GREY-- IS OURS, TO
DO WITH AS WE WILL,
WILL YOU ABIDE BY
THESE TERMS,
CYCLOPS 7

YOU HAVE
OUR WORD
ON THAT.

B I WISH YOU WELL, X-MEN. TODAY, 1
MUST PLAY THE ROLE OF EXECUT/IONER -~

o YET I WOULD GIVE ANYTHING TO BE
FIGHTING BY YOUR SIDE. &,

7

.. BUT THEY ARE
EXCEPTIONAL

THEY WIN?Z?

MAJESTRIX..,

/

/ Z
.
BEAM THEM DOWN z e 3
TECHNICIAN. g
//// -

/ u HAVE

MY WORD
ON THAT.




CHAPTER
TWO:

BEYOND THAT, YOU'RE
IN OPEN SPACE-- A
HARD VACUUM.

ON YOUR TOES, PEOPLE.
THE IMPERIAL GUARD COULD
ARRIVE ANYTIME. WE'VE GOT

TO BE READY FOR THEM.




HOLD IT! NOW I1'M PICKING UP MULTIPLE
TELEPAgHIC IMPRESSIONSE{VJH’EY *
IEW" !

AND WHILE I'M AT IT--
MAYBE I'LL GET IN SOME
FAST FIRST-LICKS BEFORE THE
OPPOSITION GETS THEIR BEARINGS.

HE'S MOVING, CYCLOPS--
TRYING TO BREAK HIS
ALIVE!

4
BE CAREFUL,
STORM! I
DON'T WANT
YOU FLYING
OFF INTO SPACE,
AS WELL!

[ THAT FLASH O° LIGHT
ON_THE FAR SIDE O’
THE CRATER

HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN --
=\ WVE'RE ON THE MOON . _

THE LIMITED .
ENVIRONMENT WITHIN
THIS CRATER WILL MAKE
1T HARD FOR ME TO
EFFECTIVELY USE MY
ELEMENTAL POWERS. I
WON'T HAVE SUFFICIENT
ATMOSPHERIC_;"!OOLS"

DAY. THIS ONE’S
RIGHT IN CHARACTER.




HE SOUNDS SO BITTER, SO . NEXT TIME, BUDDY, CYCLOPS
UNLIKE HIS NORMAL SELF. / ? THINK-- WHERE YOU

YOU MADE A MISTAKE,
ANGEL, THAT IS ALL .

WE CAN'T
AFFORD ANY MISTAKES.
YOU GOT AWAY WITH
1T ONCE. DON
PUSH YOUR LUCK.

WHEN WE'RE READY,”  WE'LL START WITH HIT-AND-Y FOR NOW, WE SPLIT UP. PHOE-- 1 MEAN,
WOLVERINE, AND RUN TACTICS, TO THROW THE  MARVEL GIRL-- WILL USE A MINDLINK 1O
ON OUR TERMS. A\ IMPERIALS OFF- B KEEP US ALL IN TOUCH. WE'VE GOT THESE
AND WHITTLE DOWN RUINS, BEAST; LET'S USE ‘EM TO
THEIR FORCES. ; OUR BEST ADVANTAGE.

Oh, GOODY! I JUST LOVE
PLAYING HIDE-*N'-SEEK !

ANY TELEPATHIC SIGN I I'M AFRAID NOT, WARREN. THEY'RE
OF THE IMPIES, JEAN? BLOCKING MY PROBES. 1 DON‘T
WANT TO PUSH TOO HARD; THEY
" B MIGHT BE ABLE TO BACKTRACK
THE SCAN TO US

MOVE,
JEAN--uh-oh!

PEN-- v
ALMOST NO COVER. A PERFECT ¥ TAKE THE POINT,
PLACE FOR AN AMBUSH. P NIGHTCRAWLER.




BUT, BEFORE THE GERMAN- BORN THAT WAS A THIS ALBINO LADY IS §
MUTANT CAN EVEN TAKE A STEP... WARNING SHOT, CALLED ORACLE.
g X-MEN ! YIELD--OR ACCORDING TO CYKE'S
) E

N
HAS PS/-POW!
LIKE MARVEL GIRL'S.

PROMISES,
PROMISES !

YOU GUYS HEAR THAT 2 - = B My FRIENDS, SHOULD WE Y WE SHOULD NOT,
3 NOT GO TO THEIR AID 7 COLOSSUS--MUCH As
@l WED LikE TO. FORTHE

CYKE'S FIRIN' HIS OPTIC |
BLASTS-- AT PRETTY )/ . -
NEAR FULL POWER, TOO. % S Wl MOMENT, CYKE
5 \ . g~ . £l 8 TEAM IS ON ITS OWN,

\ JUST AS WEARE._4

STARTED >
WITHOUT US.




NOTHIN' HONORABLE WV STUFF YER OFFER, TIN-MAN ! \\\
ABOUT GIVIN' UP, BUB, THE X-MEN AIN'T INTERESTED ! N
AN’ AS FER DEATH -~ £ \
BIG DEAL ! THAT HAPPENS ’\ COLOSSUS-- N \
TO EV'RYONE, SOONER P TAKE HIM ! § \
OR LATER. ’ \\\
\
A\
w4 5 /\‘\ %
=AN) ‘

oS

[N
N

) o 7
- ! 02 ~
\ = <
LY N (Ll . 2
A ™ 20 » el )
N NS THATWILLBE my S 2 A ; |
PLEASURE, TOVARISCH. Jingay =z / : {
. [ N -4 . Qo %
7 /F THAT'S THE WAY YOU WANT IT, TERRANS. Y YOU TAKE CARE OF COLOSSUS, C'CLL-
THIS FUZZY ONE 1S ALL MINE !
. 3 N\ \
y " A \
A
3

\

THAT, STORM, IS
MY CUE TA GET

e

o



CAUGHT | THIS IS GETTING TOBEA | | THAT WE HAVE. AND
You ! HABIT, YOU KNOW--

SNATCHING X-MEN FROM
B\ THE BRINK OF DOOM.

=

aey,

-

&
{

f’ WE'VE FALLEN A IT, AND IT SEEMS
PRETTY FAIR PIECE. BRAND NEW.

KEEP MY
BALANCE!

EARTHQUAKE !

CONTROL THE
HE -- FELL RIGHT 4 D .

THROUGH THAT % Y/ - OUR FEET!
WALL ! AND HIS 7, ™ 7 \

VOICE




PAVESTONES-- - N SO EASILY STAGGERED, EARTHQUAKE Z A
4 . N PITY-~ I'VE ONLY JUST BEGUN TO SHOW
YOU WHAT 1 CAN DO! |

¢ \\ A\ W STORM IS =<
) \\ W CONCENTRATING

SHE'S HURLING A
ING &

\\;& \aﬁ')_ ‘\ " &N couL e
Regon: =\ 3
E

MANY THANKS, TR
M THIS 4 4 70 THE IMPERIAL SR

HUSSAR !
GUARD -- A

GOOD OMEN!




OUR POWERS AND TACTICAL
SKILLS ARE PRETTY EVENLY
MATCHED -- EXCEPT THAT
ALL OF OUR FOES CAN FLY.

CYCLOPS AND JEAN
CAN STRIKE AT LONG-
RANGE, AND ANGEL CAN [ i)}
FIGHT THEM IN THEIR
ELEMENT.

AND WHILE THIS

BUT I'M JUST A
GLORIFIED ACROBAT.
MY AGILITY COUNTS
FOR LITTLE HERE--AND
THE BATTLE IS SO QUICK-
MOVING, I HAVEN'T

HAD A CHANCE TO

TELEPOR
ACT)!

ANGEL ! LOOK OUT! ORACLE’'S
MOVING IN BEHIND YOU !

ANGEL-BEING
IS MELPLESS.

(... SMASHER
LATE, NIGHTCRAWLER ! WILL FINISH
1'VE STUNNED HIM ! HIM OFF...

MEIN GOTT-- ANGEL'S
TRAVELLING LIKE A ROCKET!
M ———

I'VE GOT TO 'PORT
e AHEAD OF ANGEL .
& THE! AK

4 - THERE'S A FLASH OF FLAME,
IT'LL BE RISKY. IF I MATERIALIZE IN OR AROUND A STENCH OF BRIMSTONE, A *
PHYSICAL OBJECT, I'LL GET MYSELF A QUICK AND VERY MESSY
DEATH. BUT I'M ANGEL'S ONLY HOPE-- 1 HAVE TO AT LEASTTRY! J2

..IN A STYLE
FAMED -- AND
FEARED --
THROUGHOUT |\
THE EMPIRE !

N
3

, A GUSTING

"BAMF " OF IM-
PLODING AIR--AS NIGHTCRAWLER DISAPPEARS
-- AND THEN. THERE IS ONLY SILENCE.




I GUESS I'M INSIDE '~ I'VE SEEN WEIRD SIGHTS

AT THAT MOMENT, IN ANOTHER PART OF THE CRATER...

; THAT FREAKY HOUSE -~ IN MY DAY, BUT THIS TAKES

1 DON'T/GET IT! \e7 BUT HOW THE BLAZES 1 THE FLAMIN' CAKE !
WHOA? T \ DO I GET OUT? TN MARES SENSE
TA REIN IN! I'M ) 7 THE MORE 1 1

BABBLIN” 1
AIN'T DONE THAT
IN... YEARS.

1 AM THE WATCHER.
THIS IS MY DOMICILE
You

NOT
WELCOME HERE,
WOLVERINE.

!M GETTIN' TIRED
OF BEIN' BOUNCED
AROUND LIKE THIS. BUB
U WANT'A

O
SOMETHIN’ OF IT 7'

“I AM PLEDGED NEVER "WITHOUT A THOUGHT. X-MAN, I

TO
INTERFERE [N THE LIVES AND CAN HU

“VERY WELL. IF WORDS WILL NOT
CTIONS L YOU INTO YOUR
AFFAIRS OF THE BEINGS WHOM WORLD S PRIMORDIAL PAST...
I OBSERVE. g

PERSUADE YOU, LET A
TAKE 'THEIR PLACE.

- 2

\ B\ /

\ \ s

“HOWEVER, 1 A
N\ PERMITTED TO MAINTAIN
e THE SANCTITY OF
} . MY HOME.

BE W/ ED
SECOND TIME.

s |




IT'S A LONG TIME BEFORE WOLVERINE MOVES EFOREHE'S EVEN SURE WHERE HE IS,
BUB, YOU GOT ONE MY GUTS, MIND-- MY SOU
EVERNYTHING FEELS LIKE IT’'S

¢, BEEN TURNED INSIDE-OUT.

NOT EVEN PROTEUS
MADE ME FEEL THIS SHAKY.

THAT'S A MATTER |
OF OPINION, BABE.

TROUBLE IS, AFTER WHAT| |-- 1 GUESS THERE AIN'T

THE WATCHER'S FUN - NO*BUTS” ABOUT IT.

HOUSE RIDE DID TO MY

INSIDES, CAN I TRUST WOLVERINE,
THOSE FEELINGS? j WHAT ARE YOU

I DOING !¢

LOOKS LIKE

‘RORO, SOUNDS E

LIKE HER, ACTS

LIKE HER

HOPIN' I DIDN'T

JUST MAKE A

8/G MISTAKE,
LADY.

HER HANDS, AS 1 THREW “%&
ER,THEY WERE TIGHTENING E==
ECK. STORM WAS
STARTIN’ TO STRANGLE ME!

IMPOSSIBLE!
YOU COULD

DEATH !

F
AIN'T ONE OF THE
IMPERIAL GUARD 5




7/ JuST BECAUSE MY

@ sKRULL ALLY 1S TOO
TERRIFIED TO DEFEND
HIMSELF, X-MAN, DOES
NOT MEAN THAT HE1S

’ COMPLETELY NELPLESS,

~
=

e
AT LEAST, NOT |\
0 | SO LONG As HE
HAS A KREE 5
WARRIOR TO 4 ;
PROTECT HIM . V4

'T BELIEVE IT. AND NOW 1 HAVE THE S
LOST ANGEL ! UNCOMFORTABLE FEELING
THAT I'M LOST. ' /

INTO MY ARMS, YET,
%URIN'? THE SPLIT-

TO TELEPORT, HE
DISAPPEARED 7

1'VE BEEN SEARCHING FOR HIM, BUT
THESE CATACOMBS HAVE MORE TWISTS AND
TURNS THAN ARCADE’'S MURDERWORLD.







sucH AN ¥ LET US SEE IF YOU
ATTACK WILL ~ CAN STILL MAKE SUCH
NOT WORK  JOKES AFTER 1 HAVE
AGAINST ME, ) “RESHAPED YOU INTO

CREATURE. A PRE

T -,

ZS
THIS HEFTY JOLT OF ELECTRICITY ()

.
SEFRMINLV TOOK THE FIGHT OUT \J ‘u ™ ”

S

--IN FACT, TO GET
TO ANY OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE

A IMPERIAL GUARD--

--YOU'LL FIRST
HAVE TO GO |
THROUGH ME!

AND, QUITE FRANKLY,
I DON'T THINK
THAT'S POSSIBLE.




A
LASH OF
IODERN TITANS.

HEIR FIGHT IS
RUTAL--

J \ SRR N

] N s Bmm‘

,Wum/

o I o,

NN LYY
3 S

IRRESISTABLE FORCE, THE OTHER
AN IMMOVABLE OBJECT- - BATTLING
WITHOUT LETUP, GIVING

TWO MEN OF STEEL -- ONE AN
EVERYTHING THEY HAVE.

. ANYTHING

IS POSSIBLE !

THEY STAND TOE-TO -TOE,
NEITHER OF THEM YIELDING
AN INCH AS THEY TRADE
PUNCH AFTER PUNCH

OF AWESOME POWER.




AT FIRST, THE OUT-
COME IS IN DOUBT, AS
SHOCKWAVES FROM
THE SKYSCRAPERS’
COLLAPSE THUNDER
ACROSS THE GREAT
CRATER, TO BE
FOLLOWED MINUTES
LATER BY AN
UNNATURAL SILENCE.

THEN, AMID THE

FALLS, ANOTHER \
PIECE IS CUT FROM

MOUNTAINS OF RUBBLE,
A BOULDER MOVES..

.\ %
/!

rermirn &8

V777 4

s

RSN 1 WANT TO COMFORT
. YOU, BE WITH YOU IN
YOUR HOUR OF NEED...

.. AND SLOWLY, PAINFULLY,
RELENTLESSLY..,

//!
Iy
“a

y

..BUT L CANNOT.

I AM EMPRESS.

I MUST DOMY
DUTY.

'HE VICTOR EMERGES.

NO MATTER
WHAT IT COSTS.




SCOTT, I'VE LOST
TELEPATHIC CONTACT ;
WITH ALL THE
R X-MEN ! Bl SO MUCH FOR
MY BRILLIANT
STRATEGY.

THERE'S SO MUCH I WANT TO SA‘( TO
EEL.
S.

YOU--SO MUCH THAT 1 F
HAVE THE WORD:

WHERE 1I'M

MY OPTIC BLASTS ARE MAKING
THESE IMPERIALS KEEP THEIR
DISTANCE . THEY'RE NOT REALL_‘r(

MARK|
REENFORCEMENTS
THEN, WE'LL SEE FIREWORKS

THERE THEY GO,
NONE THE WISER.

NOT AFTER I'VE USED
MY TELEKVNEETIC TJALENT

YOU'RE A
SPECIAL
MAN, SCOTT
SUMMERS.

WE'VE GOT
BREATHING
SPACE, SCOTT--
BUT. SOONER

WE LL HAVE T0
COME OUT.



AS THEY MAKE THEIR LAST STAND. S = 4
THEY FIND THEMSELVES REMEM- ; # THEY REMEMBER ALL THAT'S
BERING THE DAY THEY FIRST MET-~ #2574 HAPPENED SINCE--

SO LONG AGO, SO FAR AWAY. = 2 GOOD TIMES AND

--AND DREAM OF wHAT |
MIGHT HAVE BEEN. 7

ONCE UPON A TIME, THERE WAS A THEY WERE YOUNG.
IEAN GREY, A THEY WERE IN LOVE.

WOMAN NAMED Ji A
MAN NAMED SCOTT SUMMERS .




CHAPTER THREE

RETURN 7o:7He QSNES!

TIME PASSES. 7'HEA COMBATANTS ARE ALL RET;JRNED

LIVES WERE LOST: THE KREE
AND SKRULL OBSERVERS. TRUE TO THEIR HERITAGE,
THEY SLEW EACH OTHER.

Bur,
ALTHOUGH NONE
OF THE X-MEN ARE
SERIOUSLY HURT, THEY
LosT THE BATTLE. AND
NOW, THE WOMAN.
ONCE CALLED PHOEN/X
HAS BEEN .SURRENDERED
TO THOSE W O

WORN

DES' TRUCYION

MAJESTRIX,
ALL IS IN
READINESS.




BOARD THIS SPACECRAFT ARE THE STRONGEST DO NOT INTEND TO KILLTHE CHILD—- IN A SENSE,WE
TELEPATHS IN THE EMPIRE. SURROUNDING JEAN DARE NOT, BECAU: E DO N NOW THE RELATIONSHIP
GREY ARE PS/-AMPLIFIERS, WHICH WILL BOOST BETWEEN JEAN'S LIFE FORCE AND THE PRIMAL FORCES SHE
THEIR POWER A THOUSAND-FOLD AND MORE . USED TO BIND THE NEUTRON GALAXY. * KILLING HER MIGHT

- - SET IT FREE -- AND THEREBY DESTROY THE UNJVERSE.

INSTEAD, WE WILL PERFORM A PSYCH/C
] LOBO7TOMY. WE WILL EXCISE THOSE PARTS
OF HER BRAIN WHICH RELATE TO HER MUTANT
"% ABILITIES. THIS, WE KNOW WE CAN
= WITHOUT RISK .

SHE WILL NO LONGER BE
PHOENIX, NO LONGER BE MARVEL
GIRL. SHE WILL BECOME ~-AN

I PRAY, FOREVER REMAI
A NORMAL HUMAN BEING

WHY DON'T'CHA | E AS SUMMERS, SHE WE TRIED YOU. ME. JEAN.
GOUGE HER LOVES YOU--SHE | WE FAILED. EVERYONE. WE
Ev‘éES OUT, WHILE

AF, DUMB HAVE NO CHOICE,
E AT ITZ! MAN ! ARE YO

WE GAVE OUR I CHANGE
WORD, WOLVERINE. | | MY MIND.

A SWITCH IS THROWN AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, JEAN
STARTS TO GLOW, AS A SCORE OF MINDS REACH INTO THE
CORE OF HER BEING. THE WORK IS DELICATE, DEMAND/NG-—
ONE SLIP, ONE MISTAKE, COULD SPELL DISASTER




AND WHEN THE EXAMINATION IS COMPLETE, WHEN EVERY ASPECT, EVERY PATHWAY OF THE FANTASTIC NEURAL
NETWORK THAT COMPRISES JEAN'S PSIONIC I_%EIIVCT IS'IGSG BEiEYNBCE’g‘Z;ED“ DOWN TO SUB-ATOMIC LEVELS-- THE

o~ssvo~ -~
ATOM

H RE, ASTRAND
OF MOLEECULES

SO BRIGHT, IT INSIDE MY OWN MIND THROUGH ... WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME,
THE RAPP E SHARE, I CAN DYING YOURSELF.
FEEL JEAN 5 POWER DISSOLVING.

IT'S LIKE WATCHING
SOMEONE DIE...

HE HEARD AN ANIMAL SCREAM LIKE
THIS ONCE, WHEN HE WAS VERY
YOU! HAD JUST §

T STEPPED
/ INTO A BEAR TRAP

| THEN, AS NOW, HE REACTED WITHOUT HESITATION, WITHOUT FEAR -~




--REACHING OUT TO THE MAIMED
CREATURE, TRYING HIS BEST TO
EASE ITS HURT.

BUT THAT'S
ABOUT ALL.

HER GRIP MAKES HIM WINCE WITH
PAIN, YET HE ENDURES. gﬂgs‘ 10373l RAPPORT THAT BOU

N,
NEEDED HIS LOVE, HIS STRENGTH, THEIR MINDS SLOWLY
MORE THAN SHE DOES NOW.

AND, AS HE HOLDS H,i/?, THE

1 FEEL SO EMP‘IY INSIDE THERE'S ONLY A
HOLLOW ACHE -~ AS |F SOMEONE HAD JUST
PUNCED A HOLE THROUGH MY HEART.

IF THINGS FEEL THIS
WEFUL T

'O ME, HOW MUCH
WORSE ARE Y

2] FOI
JEAN 7! SHE JUST COLLAPSED
INTO MY ARMS WI OUT
WORD D,

HAVEN'T YOU
ALREADY DONE
ENOUGH !’




WHAT WAS DONE HERE HAD
TO BE DONE, CYCLOPS.

1 COULD NOT GRIEVE
R \T

BEEN MY CHILD...

2 wouLp HAVE §
NOTHING
DFFEALRITLY

JUST EAVE
US ALONE
LILANDRA

DON'T ASK FOR UNDERSTANDING -- NOT FROM ME,
NOT YET. IT'S TOO SOON. THE WOUND'S TOO RAW.

THE DRAMA IS ENDED, THE
TRAGEDY PLAYED OUT TO ITS
| FINAL CONCLUSION.

I HAVE WITNESSED MANY CONFLICIS, YET RARELY
HAVE I SEEN SUCH COURAGE, SUCH HONOR, SUCH,
NOBILITY, AS I SAWMDElSPLAYED THIS DAY

PHOENIX SYMBOLIZED THE
PO'!ENTIAL OF THE SPECIES --

'H FOR GOOD AND EVIL. THEY
BEAR WITHIN THEM ALL THE
SEEDS OF GREATNESS. AND LOOK-
ING AT THE X-MEN, MY FRIEND...

.1 THINK HUMAN|TY'S FUTURE MAY INDEED BE
ONE OF SPLENDID PROMISE, AND POTENTIAL
FULFILLED.

STATEMENT: 1 AM

THEIR OWN HANDS.
oBSERvATION: 1B
WATCHING IT
UNFOLD SHOULD
E MOST

PRO!
INTERES TING.




A
AW THE ENERGY FLARE
2N | IGHTS UP HALF A P
LUNAR HMUMER&
A PLASMA BOLT OF
Mo:vsmouss

PROPORTIONS, u
PUNCHING THROUGH
THE STARSHIP'S
DEFENSIVE FORCE
FIELDS' LIKE THEY
DON'T EXIST,..

... ANNOUNCING TO ALL
THE UNIVERSE THAT--

RAB HANDHOLDS, EVERYONE!
HE ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY'S
GONE ¢

IF WE FAIL
IN OUR
AISSION,

CAPTAIN"ALERTV

THE GRAND

FLEET.! PLAN
M !

..BURN THIS WORLD, THIS SYSTEM
THIS ENTIRE STELLAR CLUSTER !
DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY--

DESTROYED!

\\ N

®]
ENSURE THAT
PHOENIX IS

ARE WE
HIT 7!

LILANDRA .., IS RIGHT. THINGS
HAVE GONE TOO FAR. 1 HAVE /
DONE ALL I COULD-- TOO
LITTLE, FAR TOO LATE -~

FOR JEAN.

NOW, I MUST ACT
TO SAVE THE
HUMAN RACE !




/T HAPPENED SO FAST -~ NO TIME TO STOP HERSELF,
NG TIME EVEN FOR THOUGHT. SHE SAW CYCLOPS CUT
DOWN, AND THE CRY OF SHOCK AND GRIEF AND
TERROR THAT WELLED WITHIN HER SNATTERED THE
PSYCHIC RESTRAINTS THAT PROFESSOR XAVIER HAD
PLACED AROUND HER POWER > 3

CYCLOPS, ATTACK PHOENIX NOW!
WHILE SHE IS STILL COMPARA -
TIVELY WEAK !

HZ
PROFESSOR
CONTACTING
TELEPATHICA

\\
MR \
PROFESSOR, THERE HAS TO BE
SOME OTHER WAY ! PLEASE !

“IF THERE WAS, LAD, DON'T YOU A
THINK I'D BE USING rr

GOOD, SCOTT. 1§
YOU'RE DOING
EXACTLY WHAT
I PRAYED
YOU WOULD.

' HE OPENS

HIS RUBY

QUARTZ VISOR

WIDE, SCYTHING

HIS OPTIC

o/ BLASTS--AT FULL
POWER--ACROSS

THE BASE OF A

Y NEARBY BUILDING.

FORGIVE
ME, MY

A MILLION TONS OF MASONRY AND STEEL
TOPPLE TOWARDS PHOENILX. SHE MANAGES
TO SAVE HERSELF WITH A TELEKINETIC
SHIELD, BUT THE IMPACT STILL HAMMERS
MHER TO HER KNEES

¥ JEAN'S
BECOME

PHOENIX

AGAIN.

1S SUCH -
A THING
POSSIBLE?

e WE HAVg
&ﬁ TOKEEP HER

OFF-BALANCE--
MAKE HER

HER POWER

1 /S AWESOME,
BUT, FORTHE
PRESENT, IT

| HAS LIMITS,
AND SHE HAS

REACHED
THEM.




Rt CONCENTRATES, AND THE AIR STIRS WITHIN THE HUGE CRATER, |

APPEARS AROUND PHOENIX, BATIERING HER. MER)

SWIRLING FASTER AND EASTER UNTIL-~ LITERALLY IN THE BLINK Of

NICE MOVE, 'RORC. BUT Y
EVEN FROM HERE, I CAN
SEE HOW BADLY YOU'RE
HURT. YOU CAN'T KEEP
UP THIS KIND OF
. PRESSURE FOR LONG.

I..."HEARD"” PROFESSOR XAVIER,,, YELLING IN MY HEAD...
WAKING ME UP... TELLING ME TO JOIN YOU..TOFIGHT...

MISFIT, HE
PULLED

THAT STUNT
WITH ALL
OF US.

FACIN® JEANNIE ANYMORE, BUT

PHOENIX ! LIKE IT OR NQT, IT'S US--

AN MAYBE ALL HUMARNITY -~
f OR HER

. 8

-

A}L\/ERFNE, WHAT
ARE YOU DOING 7!

VARIATION ON A THEME, BUB. A \ I..LOVED

“FASTBALL SPECIAL”-- ONLY IN THE THAT WOMAN,
MOON'S LIGHTER GRAVITY, Z. CAN PETEY.
PLAY PITCHER INSTEAD Q' YOU

BECAUSE O THAT LOVE, I
MIGHT HESITATE. IT HAPPENED
BEFORE,* AN' WE ALMOST
GOT KILLED AS A RESULT. THIS
TIME, THAT'S A RISK WE

CAN'T AFFORD TO TAKE.

IT'S UP TO YOU, COLOSSUS.
YOU'LL PROBABLY ONLY HAVE
ONE SHOT. MAKE SURE THAT
WHEN PHOENIX GOES DOWN, &
SHE WON'T BE GETTIN'UP!

S YOU ASK ME TOAILL, :
S WOLVERINE--SOMETHING )
b [ HAVE NEVER, DONE.

e K




WOW., YOU.., PULLED YOUR TWOQ BEINGS -- JEAN SO LONG AS I LIWVE, THE PHOENIX
PUNCH, PETER. AND EVEN GREY AND PHOENI|X... WILL MANIFEST ITSELF THROUGH
S50... I'M SURPRISED MY SEPARATE...UNIQUE... ME. AND SO LONG AS
HEAD'S STILL ATTACHED TO BOUND TOGETHER. THAT HAPPENS, I'LL
MY BODY. THANKS, THOUGH, A SYMBIOTE, PETER ; EVENTUALLY,
FOR KNOCKING SOAME NEITHER CAN EXIST . INEVITABLY,

“SENSE ” BACK BECOME DARK
INTO ME. PHOEN/X.
NOW, FINALLY,
I TRULY
UNDERSTAND

TO BE DONE...
THE PHOENLXT1S

A COSMIC POWER.
IT CAN NEITHER BE
CONTAINED NOR
CONTROLLED--
ESPECIALLY BY A
HUMAN VESSEL.
RETURN IT TO THE
COSMOS WHICH

IS ITS HOME.

PHOENIX PROVIDES
MY LIFE-FORCE,
WHILE I PROVIDE A

LIVING FOCUS FOR
ITS INFINITE POWER.

YOU HAVE AN INTELLECT, JEAN, AWILL, A SOUL--
USE THEM * FIGHT THIS DARK SIDE OF YOUR-
. SELF! WE'LL HELP YOU !

IT DOESN'T
HAVE TO BE
LIKE THIS

..CHANGING
ME--IT'S

YOU OF ALL :
NEYER YOURS TO : PEQPLE SHOULD
BEGIN WITH. KNOW HOW I
FEEL, THROUGH
THE PSIONIC
RAPPORT
WE SHARE.

I'M
SCARED,
SCOTT. I'M

HANGING
ON BY MY
FINGERNAILS.
1 CANFEEL
THE PHOENIX

WITHIN ME,
TAKING OVER .
PART OF ME .,
WELEOMES

JEAN TO
PHOENIX TO
DARK PHOENIX--
A PROGRESSION
AS INEVITABLE
AS DEATH.




YOU WANT
ME TO FIGHT?
I HAVE. I AM--
WITH ALL MY
STRENGTH. gf

BUT I CAN'T FORGET THAT I KILLED AN ENTIRE WORLD--
FIVE BILLION PEQPLE -- AS CASUALLY, AS UNTHINKINGLY,
AS YOU WOULD CRUMPLE A PIECE OF PAPER. I WANT
S, NO MORE DEATHS ON MY CONSCIENCE .

YOUR WAY, I'D HAVE

TO STAY COMPLETELY

IN CONTROL OF MYSELF
VERY SECOND OF EVERY

DAY FOR THE REST OF
MY IMMORTAL LIFE.

. |F_ EVEN
ONE MORE
PERSON
DIED AT MY

HANDS,..

A PART OF ME WILL
ALWAYS BE WITH
YOU.

i

MAYBE 1 COULD
DOIT. BUTIF I
SLID%%D. EVEN

FOR
IFI..

ANT,
FAILED...

YOU... PLANNED THIS, DIDN'T
YOU?! FROM THE MOMENT WE
LANDED ON THE MOON. YOU

SHIELDED YOUR INTENTIONS FROM
QUR RAPPORT, BUT JUST THE SAME
1 SHOULD HAVE GUESSED, L

SHOULD HAVE REALIZED...

... THAT YOU COULD NOT BECOME.
DARK PHOENIX AND REMAIN TRUE
TO YOUR SELF, THE JEAN GREY I
KNEW, AND FELL IN LOVE WITH.
SO, YOU TOOK STEPS TO ENSURE
THAT, IF LILANDRA COULDN'T
STOP YOU, YOU'D DO THE
JOB YOURSELF.

YOU MUST HAVE PICKED THE
MINDS OF THE KREE ANDSKRULL
OBSERVERS, LEARNED WHAT

ANCIENT WEAPONS WERE HIDDEN
HERE. THEN, YOU USED YOUR

FIGHT WITH THE X-MEN TO DRAIN
YOU OF ENOUGH ENERGY TO MAKE
YOU VULNERABLE. AND, FINALLY,
WHEN YOU‘)E')ERE READY, YOU...

5 B




STATEMENT: I AM THE RECORDER ;. A-NON-CELLULAR
‘ OID,CREATED BY THE COLONIZERS OF RIGEL TO THINK
AND TO RECORD. I HAVE OBSERVED ALL THAT HAS TRANSPIRED
RE, YET I DO NOT COMPREHEND THE MEANING OF
THESE EVENTS.
HISTORICAL CIRCUITS INFORM

THAT JEAN GREY WAS COUNTED
ON EARTH. AS
SAVED THE

SO, SHE BRIEFLY

BECAM
SIDE OF
THE BLACK ANGEL,

CHAOS - BRINGER , YET,
WHEN FACED WITH A
CHOICE BETWEEN
KEEPING HER GOD -LIKE
POWER -- KNOWING SHE
WOULD THEN WREAK

US THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
CHOOSING BETWEEN THEM .
REGRETTABLY, NOT ALL CHOICES
ARE CLEAR-CUT, NOR ALL
CONFLICTS OBVIOUS.

; / QUR REASON MAKES ;
US AWARE OF THESE > i DEATH AND DESTRUCTION
; FORCES AND LIKEWISE GIVES i ACROSS THE STARS --
‘ / AND DYING HERSELF,

... THIS ABILITY TO
TRIUMPH OVER SEEMINGLY
INSURMOUNTABLE
OBSTACLES IF THE CAUSE

BE JUST, KNOWING ALL

THE WHILE THAT TO DO

SO MEANS CERTAIN J

THE X-MEN DO NOT REALIZE [T--
THEY MmAY NEVER REALIZE, OR
ACCEPT IT--BUT THIS DAY THEY
HAVE WON PERHAPS THE GREATEST
VICTORY OF THEIR YOUNG LIVES.

SHE CHOSE THE LATTER.

JEAN GREY COULD HAVE
LIVED TO %OME A GOD.

IT WAS MORE
IMPDRTANT TO HER THAT
SHE DIE... A HUMAN.
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between JOHN BYRNE, penciller, JIM SHOOTER, editor-in-chief,
CHRIS CLAREMONT, writer, JIM SALICRUP, former X-MEN editor,
LOUISE JONES, present X-MEN editor, and TERRY AUSTIN, inker.

ON PHOENIX
THE REASONS FOR HER DEATH, AND
THE LIFE THAT CO



U--' IIYDO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT YOU'VE DONE
\ WHAT FORCES YOU'VE SET IN MOTION 2

-- AND ALL '
A VO TIORAL VO WITHIN ME YOu Y YOU WERE'
YOU FILLED THE EMOTION, D Wi -
MADE ME TRUST YOU-- PERHAPS EVEN LOVE YOU--A USING ME !

Jim Shooter: | suppose I'll start this because I'm the biggest.
Basically we're here to discuss how all of this—the whole Phoenix
saga—transpired.

John Byrne: And eat grapes! Who brought the grapes? Pass them
over here. We're here to admit that these are comic books and
sometimes we change our minds . . .

Jim Shooter: We didn't change our minds! The death of Phoenix
is irrevocable!

Louise Jones: Sometimes our minds are changed whether we
mean to or not.

Jim Shooter: That's not true.

Jim Salicrup: How did she become Dark Phoenix in the first place?
| don't even remember.

Jim Shooter: This is how | remember it. Chris, and you, Jim
Salicrup, and | went to lunch to discuss a crazy story that Chris
had in mind wherein Phoenix was going to slowly, over the course
of many issues, be corrupted by her power and become a great
danger—a great threat. This being Marvel Comics, it wasn't going
to be just a sham, it wasn't going to be something that was all
resolved by some gimmick like red kryptonite or something. It

was going to be a permanent change in her character—she was
indeed going to become evil. We talked about it and came up

with a plot which | thought was terrific. As always, | said, “Don't
feel that you're bound by what we discussed here just because

I'm involved with it. If you come up with better ideas, go with them.
I'm just pleased to know what the general direction is.” Then,

| presume you went ahead, and as creative people are wont to do,
came up with a few different ideas as you went along. So, one day,
| was reading the make-readies or printer's proofs—readers

might not realize this but | don't read every book before it goes to
the printer. | feel that it's better to let all the creative people—
editors, artists, and writers—do what they're doing without having the
feeling that Big Brother’s looking over their shoulders. | read the
books after they're already printed, generally speaking, and if | have
any comments or complaints | try to give them in the spirit of “well,
here’s what | think went wrong, try to make it better next time.”

| think that's a much better situation psychologically for creative
people to work in. But, anyway, | was reading an X-Men make-
ready, in which Phoenix destroyed an entire inhabited planet, and

| didn't remember discussing anything like that at our lunch. It struck
me that wiping out a planet was a major event and maybe just
once | ought to look into what was happening and find out what was
planned. And so, | came to you, Jim Salicrup, and | asked to see
whatever work was in progress on upcoming issues of the X-Men.
You showed me an issue that was just about ready to go out to the
engraver, and you showed me an issue that was penciled and
scripted and another issue which was plotted.

John: Right. At that point there would've been one ready

to go and one penciled . . .

Jim Shooter: Anyway, | saw what was going to happen to Phoenix
in issue #137, and | did not feel that it-worked. | thought that it
was out of character for the X-Men. | felt that it was a cop out. | had
a big problem the way the story was resolved. | mean, this lady
had wiped out an inhabited planet, then destroyed a starship full of




people . . . | was very unhappy with it. A lot of things went on

right about then—it's not at all crystal clear in my memory—but | do
remember getting together with Chris and asking him to change
the story. We talked about various possible changes that could be
made—because | felt that there had to be some consequences

for the actions. | felt that the way the story was originally designed
to end, it did not have enough consequences for what happened
—it wasn't an ending. | found that the story was kind of . . . in a way,
it wimped out. It ended with her being back with the X-Men, seem-
ingly without much concern on their part about what she had done,
which struck me as being out of character for them. Also, it didn’t
fulfill that original discussion that we'd had. As | said, | never asked
for it to be fulfilled in exact detail, but | felt that what was done

was a major departure. So, we had a few more discussions and
Chris eventually came up with the ending of X-Men#137, as it finally
saw print. As it turned out, it was probably the biggest event in
comics in the last decade. | look back at it,and | feel that, one way

ITS DIAMETER IS A IN REAUITY, ITS FUTURE CAN BE
MILLION MILES ; MEASURED IN A MATTER OF
SURFACE TEMPERA- MINUTES,.. ~ e -
TURE, 6000° CENTI- -

GRADE ; CORE
TEMPERATURE, WELL
OVER 2,000 TIMES
THAT-- 14 MILLION

DEGREES!

... ASIT IS
SUDDENLY, COMPLETELY,
CONSUMED 8Y
DARK PHOENIX.

WITHOUT A
THOUGHT OF THE

NORMALLY, THIS

STAR COULD EXPECT
TO 'LIVE' FOR
ANOTHER SIX
BILLION YEARS.

or another, we came up with a fantastic ending for a fantastic
story. It's just a milestone in comics and it really put the world on
notice that Marvel really does treat these characters as if they we
alive. And, that there will be consequences and there will be logit
ramifications for whatever happens, and that there is no limit to
what may happen to our characters—right up to and including the
death of one of the most popular characters we've had in many,
many years. Okay, someone else's turn.

Jim Salicrup: Well, | remember vaguely most of what happenec
| think | was editing eight or nine other titles at the time, including
two other group books. Keeping track of all of it wasn't very easy
but | do remember that even after that lunch we hadn't all agreec
| remember that at that time Mark Gruenwald had a “deathlist”
up in his office with all these characters people had suggested to
killed off. | was sort of against killing Phoenix on principle becaus
too often characters are bumped off and years later someone mig
want to bring them back, and that sort of dilutes the effect of the
first story. Although | don't think that's happened anymore since
Jim’'s been around . . . | know / didn’t want to have her killed. Th
thing was . . . who was it that wanted her killed, really?

Chris Claremont: Sterno.

Jim Salicrup: Roger Stern?

John: It was your final decision.

SHARRA AND .
K YTHRI
PRESERVE US!



Chris: You said, “I'm not going to do all this bad nastiness to her.
I'm going to kill her.” You mean after all this blew up, not from

the very beginning?

Jim Salicrup: | remember Jim (Shooter) wanted . fe|t strongly
about . . . a story where a long-established “good guy " Marvel
character becomes a real villain, having done earlier stories in Marvel
Comics where bad guys became good guys. | think that inclination
sort of eventually led to some of the stuff Jim did in the Avengers
with Yellowjacket, and | thought that was a good idea. | just wasn't
sure about doing it in the X-Men.

Chris: | don't think he was .

Jim Salicrup: The other problem which | think started all this was
even before Phoenix became Dark Phoenix. We were having this
whole controversy about whether or not a character that was that
powerful should even be in the X-Men.

John: | didn't like Phoenix since the word go. Because she instantly
made the rest of the X-Men fifth wheels, you know? And she
wasn't even an X-Man.

Chris: That, basically, was the whole creative conflictinanutshell—
which worked for the benefit of the book because John and |,
coming at it from totally different directions, were able to mix . . .

THOSE FEW

BEFORE DEATH
CLAIMS THEM.

A3 ST

Jim Shooter: | have to say the difference in opinion you twe had
provided a unique energy to what was going on.

Chris: Exactly! Part of the conflict was, do we keep her, do we get
rid of her, does she remain a hero, does she become a villain . . . ?
| don't think, in terms of actually putting it in the story, we were
ever sure until we actually came to the final moment . . .

Jim Shooter: Very existential . . . like a real person's story.

Jim Salicrup: | agree with Jim that everything came out, | think, for
the best, but along the way there were these little twists and turns
that became very confusing after a while. | even remember at one
point, before you actually had seen the fateful make-ready, you,
Jim, were giving a tour through the office and actually showed the
penciled pages of that planet being blow up to someone, saying,
“Gee, look at this.” But, the consequences got turned into grey
areas. My original view was, | think, more along the lines of the
Exorcist, where, whatever was happening, it really wasn't her
anymore. In the movie there’s this little girl who’s taken over and
several people get killed, but by the end, when the demon’s gone no
one thinks, “Let’s kill that murderous little girl.” You know?

AND IN THE CENTER
OF THE SUPER -NOVA
SHE CREATED, DARK
PHOENIX THRILLS TO
THE ABSOLUTE POWER
THAT 1S HERS. SHE

IS IN ECSTACY,

YET SHE KNOWS THAT
THIS IS ONLY THE

BEGINNING -- THAT SHE

WHAT SHE FEELS NOW cuvss THAT
1S NOTHING COMPARED IMATE
TO WHAT SHE uw.sﬁr/on

EXPERIENCED WITHIN
THE GREAT M'KRANN
CRYSTAL. *

. Son -
{ *x men #108, AGAIN--um. |-




IT'S AWFULLY LATE | DAD'S WORRIED VAND SARAHK'S TERRIFIED. WELL, WHAT'S SO WRONG WITH
FOR AN IMPROMPTU | ABOUT ME, BUT SHE HAS TWO KIDS. SHE THAT?! 1 AM DARK PHOENIX.

VISIT, JEAN. IS KNOWS NOW THAT IM A o I AM POWER INCARNATE!
ANYTHING WRONG? AS MOM. MUTANT. SHE'S WONDER-
ING_IF THEY'RE MUTANTS i
. TOO--IF THEY'LL
s TURN OUT LIKE ME.

Chris: But, you see, therein lay part of the basic conflict. Was
the Phoenix inherently separate from Jean, was it a separate
entity that moved inon her . .. ?

Jim Salicrup: | still don't know.

Chris: Or was it a part and parcel of her, herself . . . ?

John: That's not what | thought. | thought of Dark Phoenix as a
tenant, which is why | had no problem having her waste a planet,
then just sucking her out of Jean, having Jean just going home on
her normal merry way.

Chris: Umm, Hummm . . .

Jim Salicrup: That's the only excuse | would have . . .

WHO ARE YOU 2!
WHAT ARE YOU?!
IN HEAVEN'S
NAME , WHAT
DO YOU WANT
FROM US 7!

I WAS YOUR
DAUGHTER.

g
RO YOU'RE NOT MINE -- NOT
i/ ANY PART OF ME ! I DENY
{ vou! 1 CAST YOU QUT!

John: But, when you look at it, it was never played that way and
then you get into problems. You can look at it as justification

for genocide.

Chris: Yeah! Because | was coming at it from a totally diametrically
opposed . . .

John: . .. which is the same problem | had with Galactus.

Jim Shooter: | read those issues carefully and | could see where
Chris was going . . . and in some of what | thought were brilliantly
written scenes, Phoenix was torn about whether or not to destroy
her family and the X-Men. They were very well written scenes! Very
strong scenes, which at the same time that they were intriguing
and powerful, from my point of view they really kind of settied the
issue that this is her. She spoke with one voice, and it seemed
certain that she was not possessed. Frankly, until now, it never
occurred to me that it might have been a possession. | don't know if
anybody ever mentioned it back then, but, | believe this is the first
time | heard or thought of that . . .

John: | never thought it was anything else. | even went to the point
of suggesting to Chris that the moment she became Dark Phoenix
she lose all thought balloons, so that we would clearly see that she
was now somebody else, so far beyond us that her thoughts were
beyond our comprehension.



WHAT A PITY, HAR, TVE
STRIKE WHILE R AN ISTANT JEQY OVER ED YOUR
e K ECIOUS SCRAMBLER.

IS STILL IN
CONTROL.

FINISH ME
WITH YOUR

YOU... I DON'T)
WANT TO--

Chris: The problem there was a technical one. | couldn't see any
way to go into that as the writer.

Jim Shooter: Yeah, that does present a lot of problems sometimes.
You end up very often getting into heavy captions and technical
problems. That can be tough.

Terry Austin: At what point did Phoenix change from Phoenix
becoming a super-villain to Phoenix being a hostess to the bad stuff,
and then . . .

Chris: You see, you have to go back, in a sense, to what Dave and
| had in mind when we first created her in issue #100. Our intent
then was to create an X-Men analog, if you will, to Thor—someone
who was essentially the first female cosmic hero. We thought at
the time that we could integrate her into the book as well as Thor
had been integrated into the Avengers. The problem with something
like that is that it grew out of the synthesis between Dave and me.
John: You probably just both liked her too much.

Chris: Exactly. And the fact that we had, in a sense, created her
gave me a degree of involvement that you, John, didn't have,
coming in seven issues later.

John: Which is why | agitated to get her out of the book as quickly
as possible—which is what we did!

Chris: | know, which is why | dug my heels on it as much as | did.
John: | think I'll make Wolverine the star of the book! NYAAH!
Chris: Yeah! Dave didn't like Wolverine. David liked Nightcrawler,
and with you it's the other way around—and, pretentious as it
sounds, that's both the blessing and the curse of a collaboration in
comics because the synthesis changes with each change on the
creative team.

Jim Shooter: But, that's the whole theory of Marvel Comics—the
synergy that develops between a writer and an artist—and | think
it works. | mean, those are outstanding issues.

Chris: On one level | look at those stories and it works, but

deep down inside there is part of me that was in on the creation that
still wishes there had been another way. It would be the same, |
think, if a similar situation occurred, say, with Alpha Flight . . .
John: No, I'd kill 'em all . . .

Chris: Well, you have a certed vested interest in characters you
create.

Jim Shooter: Okay, so, Louise, when you came in at the end of
this . . .

Chris: Thursday afternoon, | recall.

Louise: Yep, it was after work . . .

Chris: | walked in and said I was going home to drink Jack Daniels
and watch Flash Gordon on television.

Louise: Um . . .

Jim Shooter: Or drink Flash Daniels and . . .

Chris: It was an interesting evening . . .

Jim Shooter: You came in afterwards, Louise, so you saw this all
with cold eyes. What did you think of all this nonsense?



Louise: | could see everyone'’s point of view. | had, myself, no
creative problems with Phoenix as a possessed being. | could see
that. | could also see it from your point of view, that if she were

not a possessed being, then she was a mass murderer and was
dangerous. | think that the main problem with her was that she was
so powerful that | think she actually, as John said, made the rest
of the group kind of redundant.

Jim Shooter: Your basic problem . . .

Louise: My biggest problem was trying to coordinate things and
keep everyone from killing each other.

Jim Shooter: Your big problem was technical and human, basically.
Louise: Yes.

Jim Shooter: | have to say one thing agian. | personally think, and
I've said this many times, that having a character destroy an
inhabited world with billions of people, wipe out a starship and
then—well, you know, having the powers removed and being let go
on Earth. It seems to me that that's the same as capturing Hitler alive
at the end of World War I, taking the German army away from him
and letting him go to live on Long Island. Now, | don’t think the story
would end there | think a lot of people would come to his front door
with machine guns . . .

Louise: The story may not have gone that way given a chance . . .
Jim Shooter: That's one of the things we're here to discuss—What
would have gone on given the chance. | didn't feel in what was
discussed with me back then that it was being adequately dealt
with—but | want to make it clear that it was less my moral problem
with a character who was a mass murderer than it was a problem
from a story sense. | didn’t think the situation was being credibly
addressed. I'm not here to say that | think mass murderers are a
good idea, but it is possible to do a character that is a very evil
character, and as a matter of fact, that was the original intent!
Louise: It was your original intent, but apparently, although you
thought that some other people agreed to that, they didn't really!
Jim Shooter: That's not true! The idea was presented to me!

| didn’t come up with it!

John: The original intent, as it was given to me by Roger Stern,
who preceded Jim Salicrup as editor on the book . . .

Louise: Chris never meant to make her a really evil character,

| don't think.

John: . . . was to turn her into a bad villain.

Louise: But, you never meant to do that, did you, Chris? | can't
imagine . . .

John: The original intent to turn her into a bad villain got lost for me
about two-thirds of the way into when | suddenly started thinking
we're doing this to Jean Grey with whom I've always been deeply
involved . . .

Louise: Yeah!

Chris: YEAH!

Chris: | think that Chris felt the same way, | think that he just
couldn’t bring himself to make her truly evil.

John: My whole thought was make Phoenix evil and then suck
Phoenix out of Jean.

Louise: But | don't think Chris could bring himself to do it.

John: | have a way to do that, we'll talk!

1 CAME TOTALK. THEN,Y 1 CAN'T STOP YOU. 1 WON'T
e . EVEN TRY. BE TRUE TO YOUR
MALEFIC DESTINY, PHOENIX--
KiLL ME... <

KitL
ME.




Chris: A little late now!

John: NO!

Chris: HUH?

Louise: | also think that the death gave it somewhat of a stronger
story with a much stronger interest, | mean, artistically | think it
worked out better this way.

John: Oh, | think so too.

Chris: Oh, | do too!

Louise: Although | think it broke a lot of hearts throughout the
country, among them, | think, writers and artists and editors . . .
John: | think that issue #137 as it hit the stands is better than
the “issue #137" this thing is going to be printed in.

Jim Salicrup: | do too!

PERHAPS, PHOENIX .

e
PHOENIX !
-7

Chris: You know, | kinda look at everything up to the re-done

six pages as a first draft. And, | think the advantages of the original
printed version is that it was a second draft — that | had a moment
to go back and look at the script and do what we rarely have a
chance to do in comics — actually think about what you've written
—to look at it impartially, which there almost never is any time to do.
Jim Shooter: | think that what we ought to do now is let Chris take it
and run with it and talk a little bit about where you would

have gone on from the story as it's printed in this book. What would
have followed? The other people can chip in too!

Chris: You know, this may sound like a cop out, but, | think it's
difficult for me to speak of that purely in isolation, because at

that point in time John and | were, in a very real sense, true collab-
orators on the book. It was with very few exceptions, difficult,

for me, anyway, to tell in the actual gestation of the book where one
of us left off and the other began—because it involved one of us
coming up with an idea and bouncing it off the other, and through
this kind of two-thousand mile tennis match at considerably cheaper
rates than we have today coming up with the story and story lines.
I had a rough idea of where | wanted to take it, which was over

the next year having her deal with what happened with what she
did. From my point of view, | saw it as coming to terms with the fact
that she killed 5 billion people—that she committed a crime for



which she can never atone, and yet she’s still alive. The easy way
out would be just to jump off a cliff, but she can't. She has to
somehow put things right with herself, within herself. The ultimate
end of it leading up to issue #150, would be that Magneto, having
found out about this, would come in, kidnapping her, and offering
her the power again, on the false assumption that he could control
her. And the X-Men would come to her rescue. They'd be battling
Magneto on one section of the asteroid M and she'd be in a room all
by herself with Phoenix, the effect, the power, coming back,

forced to make the choice—could | become a god again with all the
power of a god, aware that in the process | may destroy-iving
beings and planets, planetary systems, whatever, in order to
survive? Or do | deny it, and remain this kind of, what is for her,
shadow of a being?

I AM WHAT WAS, WHAT POWER WITH-
IS, WHAT WiLL BE -~ OUT RESTRAINT--

THE BLACK ANGEL, DGE

CNAOS-BRINGER !

John: This is in the “de-powered” version?

Chris: Yeah, the de-powered version.

John: Wherein she had lost all of her power and become Jean
Grey as opposed to retaining even her Marvel Girl powers.

Chris: And, the idea was then that we'd end on a triumphant note
as Jean proved her own heroism. See, the problem was with issue
#137, isthat if she is exclusively a victim, she never had a chance to
become a hero — which would have been the ultimate upshot. She
and Scott would have gone off and lived happily ever after and
gotten married and that would have been the end.

Terry: After exploring all the questions of her trying to come to
terms with the consequences of her actions and then being offered
the power back—something that comes naturally to her like
speaking comes naturally to any of us.

John: Duh

Terry: With the exception of John. And then, her rejecting the power
because she thought all of the questions through . . .

John: Okay, let's do it then! This'll be the first issue!

Terry: And then, maybe feedback from some type of Kirby do-hicky
in the background that Magneto strapped her into, or something . . .
that would have been more dealing with the questions, confronting
the issue, if you will.

Jim Shooter: Which was my whole point—let's confront the issues!
That was my whoooole thing!

Terry: | am not satisfied with the second version of issue #137!

I think it's a stronger issue than the one that we were going to do,
but | still feel that we built up the Dark Phoenix and built, and

built, and then in five pages it was, well, gone. It was too fast and |
wasn't satisfied as a reader.

JEAN7 TSHE'S SO STILL. I'M NOT
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M WANT HER TO LIVE -~

A--BUT WHAT IF SHE
HASN'T CHANGED ?
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~ Y DARK PHOENIX 7! ./

I'LL LOVE
HER JUST
THE SAME.
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DOES DARK PHOEN(X, SHE KILLED WITHOUT
\ MERCY OR REMORS!

Chris: | think that what Terry’s saying, in a sense, illustrates my
point because what | outlined was the first blush. Terry looks atitand
says, “Well, | get this impression.” That's what would happen with
John. He then would pick holes in it, or see the holes that | left in it,
and run buses through them . . . and then we'd plug it up! And then
I'd find holes in his version. You know, out of that, even though
you started in one direction, you can very often end up somewhere
completely different.

Jim Shooter: Well, right now, it's easy to look back and see all
that. At the time | stated my objections, | didn't provide the answer.
| said these are my objections, this is the problem, | don't care
how you resolve it but | want it resolved! And, | think probably if we
weren't all under deadline pressure and we'd had two more weeks to
think about it we might have come up with something which is more
like what you're saying. But, at that particular juncture | think we
did well to come up with what we came up with. You did well. You
came up with it . . .

Chris: Considering the time pressure . . . | mean, we had, basically
24 hours, 36 hours to think up the idea because John only had

3 days in his schedule to pencil it. There was no time to do anything
else and there was no space. We couldn't delay it for an extra
month, because of commitments to the distributors, to the direct
sale market . . .

John: Yeah, | remember that. It almost became two issues!

Jim Shooter: Let's hear from the other half of the creative team.
John: | remember much the same as Chris, the whole business of
Magneto and all that, building up to issue #150. The thing | have
the most clear memory of is two different versions that eventually
were distilled into that which was mentioned before. | wanted to
depower her totally. You had said that she manifested her power
when she was about ten, so | had said that the ideal thing would be
to have had Xavier turn her brain back! Basically, till she was

nine years old. Then, in the scenario that | had envisioned, the
Phoenix, still an evil force, would have been kind of like this Bogey-
Man that would pop out every once in a while. This is a scene that
| pictured in my mind: Jean, now essentially retarded and living with
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her parents is taken by her parents into town to see, just to date
ourselves, “The Cat From Outer Space” was the move | kept
thinking of. . . . Two or three punks see her wandering by herself
while her parents are buying the tickets and escort her into an
alleyway. There’s a brief scuffle and from the alley comes this
horrendous flash which is the Phoenix out loose again. And we have
to depower her again . . .
Chris: Little cinderized bad guys . . .
John: So Phoenix would pop out as a sort of “Jekyll and Hyde" thing.
What you had suggested, Chris, actually was that Phoenix would
apparently be destroyed on the battle on the moon and that three or
four issues later would turn up as Jean back at her old apartment,
saying here | am, I'm back, leave me alone, | don't want to talk
about it, | don't want to hear about it, I'm just going to live my life.
We sort of synthesized those . . .
Chris: . .. was she or wasn'tshe . . .
John: . .. which bubbled down into what eventually saw print, that
we were going to depower her, but she was essentially going to be
Jean and was going to live her life and wasn't going to be 9 years old.
Chris: And come to terms with what she'd done. The first issue
she was pretty much going to be basically in shock. “I know
something awful happened on the moon, and | did something, but |
can't remember it so I'm just going to go on.”
John: All this, and settling down, and marrying Scott was a major
turning point because obviously she was going to be the mother of
Rachel . . .
Jim Shooter: That's essentially what Terry said. | never really
thought about it because no one ever brought it up before, about in
the 150th issue that you had it in the back of your minds someplace
. quite possibly that she would have died there . . .

Chris: That was, | must confess, not in the back of my mind. | was
still thinking in terms of happy endings.
Terry: One of the consequences of that story that might have

- been, seemed to have been that it would strengthen the character of
Magneto. After fighting these guys since issue #1 directly or
indirectly he caused the death of one of them. Boy . . . !

. THIS ABILITY TO

THE X-MEN DO NOT REALIZE IT-~ JEAN GREY COULD HAVE
THEY MAY NEVER REALIZE, OR LIVED YO BECOME A GOD.
ACCEPT IT--BUT THIS DAY THEY BUT IT WAS MORE
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Chris: In a sense it would have been the confrontation with Kitty,
but on a much stronger note.

Jim Shooter: Terry, are you sure you don't want to be an editor?
John: Why didn't you say any of this 4 years ago?

Terry: | was in Michigan at my parents’ house when this was going
on. | got a phone call, “Well, you know there’s something happening
here...”

\C
THINK WE'D HAVE
KNOWN BETTER..,

BECAUSE WE WERE X-MEN--
MUTANT SUPER-HEROES . WE 1 4
HAD TO LEARN THE HARD
WAY WHAT A HIGH-RISK §
OCCUPATION THAT
COuLD BE.

LIFE SEEMED SIMPLER IN THE BEGINNING. XAVIER ESTABLISHED

HI MHOOL FOR GIFTED YOUNGSTERS TO SEEK OUT
MUTANTS AND TRAIN THEM IN THE USE OF THEIR POWERS.

John: | never thought of it in terms of Jean dying in issue #150.

I just thought of it as just coming to terms with it and going off
contentedly and being Jean and from that point on becoming essen-
tially a background character. Scott's wife, as important to the
story as the left front tire of the blackbird.

Jim Salicrup: | remember when Stan Lee in the Bullpen Pages
always used to say that the stories just seemed to write themselves
—and this one seemed to keep doing it over and over again on a
daily basis. | remember one of the things that Chris and | agreed,
we had originally planned a little humor feature in the back

of the death of Phoenix issue explaining how we arrived at this
story.

THE X-MEN HAD BEEN TOGETHER OVER A I'D NEVER BEEN
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Chris: And doing it over again . . .

Jim Salicrup: 'Cause what would happen is, well, John had a
very strong hand in the plotting, Chris was there writing away and
each time someone looked at the pages again, new possibilities
would present themselves. It reminds me of these children’s books
where you start reading the first chapter, and when you finish

that, you have to make a decision . . . “go on to page 63 if you want
to kill Phoenix.”

Jim Shooter: Right. Choose Your Own Adventure™.

Jim Salicrup: Even when one page would come in, John may have
had specific ideas of how the scripting would be handled, and
you'd have ideas, but maybe when you sat down to write it you
changed it again . . .

Terry: Do | take the rap for Phoenix dying?

Jim Shooter: Let's blame it on John! No actually, guys . . .

Chris: No actually, it was my decision . . .

John: No, it wouldn’t have been necessary, if | hadn't had her

eat a planet. That wasn't in the plot.

Chris: Yeah, it was! | wrote the plot! | typed it! It says it in the plot.
John: It says she eats a star!

Chris: That's right.

Louise: You didn't have to write, “and eleven billion asparagus
people die with one horrible scream!”



John: | drew it!
Louise: Yeah, you could have said, “a couple of them stay alive.”
Terry: Two or three of them .

Chris: They miraculously left the planet—'

Jim Shooter: Okay, this discussion could go on for the next
hundred years.

Chris: Oh, God!

Jim Shooter: I'm sure that discussions like this will go on for quite
some time! Not only here, but out among the readers and fans who
care about these things as much as we do. So, | think this is a good
place to end this, just blaming it all on John! Just kidding. Except
about it being a good place to end this.

Jim Salicrup: | just wanted to add that even Tom Orzechowski and
Glynis Wein were involved in the whole process—like, Tom would
be calling in offering his ideas .

Chris: Actually, Tom’s basic idea was, “you write too much, Chris,
take some of it out!”

Jim Shooter: On that happy note, thank you all!
Louise: Great!

Chris: That was great.

Louise: Hey, Terry, you ought to be an editor!
Terry: Yeah, I'm good for it ten years later.
Chris: No, four years later.

Louise: In fact, Terry Austin,

old friend, old buddy, how-would you

like to write a story . . . any story?

Terry: Bringing back Phoenix?

The end.
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“BONUS FEATURE!

IF JEAN GREY HAD LIVED, X-MEN #138 WOULD HAVE
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